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How does culture articulate, frame, organise and produce stories about social
class and class difference? What do these stories tell us about contemporary
models of success, failure, struggle and aspiration? How have class-based labels
been revived or newly-minted to categorise the insiders and outsiders of the new
'age of austerity'? Drawing on examples from the 1980s to the present day this
book investigates the changing landscape of class and reveals how it has become
populated by a host of classed figures including Essex Man and Essex Girl, the
'squeezed middle', the 'sharp-elbowed middle class', the 'feral underclass', the
'white working class', the 'undeserving poor', 'selfish baby boomers' and others.
Overall, the book argues that social class, although complicated and highly
contested, remains a valid and fruitful route into understanding how
contemporary British culture articulates social distinction and social difference
and the significant costs and investments at stake for all involved.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Biressi and Nunn's brilliant analysis of the binding centrality of class in Britain is historically rich,
intellectually astute, finely detailed and deeply knowledgeable. This book offers a vital, compelling analysis
of why dissecting the cultural is necessary for understanding the social and, as such, it is essential reading for
anyone studying the complex reinforcement of class relations in contemporary life." - Sally Munt, University
of Sussex, UK 
 
"This richly evidenced, tightly argued and deeply self-reflexive book, while national in its initial focus,
addresses a question of international importance: what happens to class in societies supposedly organised
around market freedoms, but ever more unequal in their operations? Anita Biressi and Heather Nunn's
answer, demonstrated in a series of brilliant analyses, is that class gets reshaped as a field of harsh cultural
differentiation, hard-wired into a supposedly open and plural popular culture. If you care about the fate of
society in neoliberal democracies such as Britain, you really must read this book. A wholly admirable piece
of work." - Nick Couldry, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK, and author of Why Voice Matters
 
"Class and Contemporary British Culture makes for imperative reading. It's a superb book, one I'd highly
recommend to anyone remotely interested in (what's horribly wrong with) contemporary Britain." - David
Marx Book Reviews
 
"This book examines a range of issues relating to British culture and class with chapters focusing on social
mobility, the underclass, education, celebrity culture, the upper classes, immigration and austerity. The
chapter on the 'revolting underclass' is one of the most concise, well written and researched overviews of the
'underclass' available in scholarly literature." - LSE Review 

"Class and Contemporary British Culture serves as an important indicator not just of how deeply engrained
harmful class perceptions remain, but also of how far Britain needs to go before it can even pretend to call
itself tolerant and democratic." - Elliot Murphy, Ceasefire 
 
"An intellectual tour de force boasting of a rare combination of theoretical rigour and page-turning clarity, it
sets out to answer key questions about the appearance and reality of class in modern British life." - Michael
Pierse, Irish Left Review 1.2, Autumn 2013

'This is a highly accessible book and would be ideal for students or readers with little knowledge of class
discourses.' - Stefanie Williamson, The Sociological Review
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From the Back Cover
How does culture articulate, frame, organise and produce stories about social class and class difference?
What do these stories tell us about contemporary models of success, failure, struggle and aspiration? How
have class-based labels been revived or newly-minted to categorise the insiders and outsiders of the new 'age
of austerity'? Drawing on examples from the 1980s to the present day, Class and Contemporary British
Culture, now in paperback and with a new Preface, investigates the changing landscape of class and reveals
how it has become populated by a host of classed figures including Essex Man and Essex Girl, the 'sharp-
elbowed middle class', the 'feral underclass', the 'white working class', the 'undeserving poor', 'selfish baby
boomers' and others. Overall, the book argues that social class, although complicated and highly contested,
remains a valid and fruitful route into understanding how contemporary British culture articulates social
distinction and social difference and the significant costs and investments at stake for all involved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Llanos:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Class and Contemporary British
Culture ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Class and Contemporary British Culture is not
only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Class and
Contemporary British Culture. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Randy Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Class and Contemporary British
Culture is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Jack Johnson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Class and Contemporary British Culture, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Carmela Williams:

Often the book Class and Contemporary British Culture has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.
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