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In his own day the dominant personality of the Western Church, Augustine of
Hippo today stands as perhaps the greatest thinker of Christian antiquity, and his
Confessions is one of the great works of Western literature. In this intensely
personal narrative, Augustine relates his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm
to the edge of the corridors of power at the imperial court in Milan, his struggle
against the domination of his sexual nature, his renunciation of secular ambition
and marriage, and the recovery of the faith his mother Monica had taught him
during his childhood.

Now, Henry Chadwick, an eminent scholar of early Christianity, has given us the
first new English translation in thirty years of this classic spiritual journey.
Chadwick renders the details of Augustine's conversion in clear, modern English.
We witness the future saint's fascination with astrology and with the Manichees,
and then follow him through scepticism and disillusion with pagan myths until he
finally reaches Christian faith. There are brilliant philosophical musings about
Platonism and the nature of God, and touching portraits of Augustine's beloved
mother, of St. Ambrose of Milan, and of other early Christians like Victorinus,
who gave up a distinguished career as a rhetorician to adopt the orthodox faith.
Augustine's concerns are often strikingly contemporary, yet his work contains
many references and allusions that are easily understood only with background
information about the ancient social and intellectual setting. To make The
Confessions accessible to contemporary readers, Chadwick provides the most
complete and informative notes of any recent translation, and includes an
introduction to establish the context.

The religious and philosophical value of The Confessions is unquestionable--now
modern readers will have easier access to St. Augustine's deeply personal
meditations. Chadwick's lucid translation and helpful introduction clear the way
for a new experience of this classic.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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In his own day the dominant personality of the Western Church, Augustine of Hippo today stands as perhaps
the greatest thinker of Christian antiquity, and his Confessions is one of the great works of Western literature.
In this intensely personal narrative, Augustine relates his rare ascent from a humble Algerian farm to the
edge of the corridors of power at the imperial court in Milan, his struggle against the domination of his
sexual nature, his renunciation of secular ambition and marriage, and the recovery of the faith his mother
Monica had taught him during his childhood.

Now, Henry Chadwick, an eminent scholar of early Christianity, has given us the first new English
translation in thirty years of this classic spiritual journey. Chadwick renders the details of Augustine's
conversion in clear, modern English. We witness the future saint's fascination with astrology and with the
Manichees, and then follow him through scepticism and disillusion with pagan myths until he finally reaches
Christian faith. There are brilliant philosophical musings about Platonism and the nature of God, and
touching portraits of Augustine's beloved mother, of St. Ambrose of Milan, and of other early Christians like
Victorinus, who gave up a distinguished career as a rhetorician to adopt the orthodox faith. Augustine's
concerns are often strikingly contemporary, yet his work contains many references and allusions that are
easily understood only with background information about the ancient social and intellectual setting. To
make The Confessions accessible to contemporary readers, Chadwick provides the most complete and
informative notes of any recent translation, and includes an introduction to establish the context.

The religious and philosophical value of The Confessions is unquestionable--now modern readers will have
easier access to St. Augustine's deeply personal meditations. Chadwick's lucid translation and helpful
introduction clear the way for a new experience of this classic.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Chadwick's translation is superb." -Church History

"If the Latin is a "work of high art", so is this translation."-The Times

"A masterpiece beyond classification."-Church Times

"...Chadwick has the gift for being able to pinpoint significant, as well as sometimes unfamiliar aspects of
the life of the church: and in this respect his footnotes in the present volume do not disappoint
us."-Expository Times

"Excellent translation ... this new translation is the most readable version in modern English"-Vernon J.
Bourke, Saint Louis University

"It is a great pleasure to welcome a translation of the Confessions from one who is both a scholar and a lover
of Augustine. There is a concise but very informative introduction, and a bibliography which will be
extremely helpfull to the students who wants to read some of the work of Augustine's contemporaries in
extenso. The translation itself is clear and accessible ... of available English version, this offers the most
comprehensive identification of scriptural allusions in the text."-Rowan Williams, Journal of Theological
Studies

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

About the Author
Henry Chadwick, former Master, Peterhouse, Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gerard Brand:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) book as
basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Katherine Sherrer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) can be your answer because it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Eileen Matherly:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) was filled concerning science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Patricia Henderson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Confessions (Oxford World's Classics) or maybe
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Confessions
(Oxford World's Classics) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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