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In Papua New Guinea, “spirit boards,” also known as gope, were carved from
wood by important men of an extended family or clan. Made from discarded
canoes and usually decorated with carved and painted designs on one side, these
boards vary greatly in style. At the turn of the 20th century, when most of the
boards featured here were collected, men lived apart from women and uninitiated
boys; their houses had designated areas or shrines created to display items, such
as spirit boards, that indicated personal status and clan identity. Embodied Spirits
is the first book devoted exclusively to spirit boards. Full-page photographs
illustrate the boards of each region, and historical photographs show them in situ.
The book also includes original essays by two noted scholars of Papuan Gulf art.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Virginia-Lee Webb is former research curator and senior research scholar at The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, in the Department of the Arts of Africa, Oceania, and Americas.
 
Thomas Schultze-Westrum is a researcher, photographer, and videographer who has worked in New
Guinea.
 
Robert L. Welsch is associate professor of anthropology at Franklin Pierce University in New Hampshire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

Here thing why this kind of Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Embodied Spirits: Gope
Boards from the Papuan Gulf in e-book can be your substitute.

Jeffery Hall:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Embodied Spirits: Gope
Boards from the Papuan Gulf.

Gail Tate:

The actual book Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous



author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Delbert Storey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Embodied Spirits: Gope Boards from the Papuan Gulf
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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