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Editorial Review

Review

“A well-thought-out project, engaging, enlightening, and highly accessible for the audience it addresses. . . .
After twenty years of philosophical reflection on the context for a virtue-based ethics, we now have a book
which both offers us some content and reminds us along the way how important the virtues are for right
living.”

—International Philosophical Quarterly

“[Kekes’] discussion of ideals and commitments, wisdom, the good life, and happiness is deeply perceptive
and among the best ever written. For readers who want to more fully understand the formal structure of how
to live well, Kekes’ book is a must.”

—Choice

“A welcome addition to the growing literature in an ethics that is unselfconsciously and unabashedly
normative. It is concerned with what good lives are and how they can be achieved. At least in civilized
contexts, good lives depend on self-direction, which itself depends on possessing the virtues of self-control,
self-knowledge, moral sensitivity, and wisdom. These are discussed in detail and with insight.”

—Review of Metaphysics

“One of the perennial tasks of ethics is to reconcile the claims of tradition, community, and convention with
the desire for freedom, individuality, and self-direction. Among recent attempts to deal with this topic is a
book [entitled] The Examined Life. . . . In a historical situation such as ours, when all cultures and traditions
seem to be within each other’s reach, the virtue of moral sensitivity, singled out by Kekes as characterizing
desirable self-direction, deserves special emphasis.”

—Journal of Speculative Philosophy

About the Author

John Kekes is Professor of Philosophy and Public Policy at the State University of New York, Albany. His
most recent books are Moral Tradition and Individuality (1989) and Facing Evil (1990).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Examined Life book because this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Carl White:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Examined Life as the daily resource
information.

Jennifer Walker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Examined Life why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Grace Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Examined Life can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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