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Leonardo Benevolo, author of The Architecture of the Renaissance and History
of Modern Architecture (MIT Press, 1971), here provides a basic history of the
man-made environment in Europe and the Near East, where the idea first
emerged of the city as an integral and self-contained settlement, containing
within itself other lesser settlements. Cities remain specifically historical
creations. They have not always existed; they began at a certain time in the
evolution of society and can be ended or radically transformed at another. They
came into being as a result of a historical need; and it is for this reason that the
origins of the city in the ancient world, and its future in the modern world, need
to be studied.

An essential feature of Benevolo's method are his detailed studies of the growth
of specific European cities, and these heavily illustrated accounts provide a
valuable source of reference material for the student of architecture and urban
studies and for the general reader.

Contents: Introduction: The prehistoric background and the beginnings of the
city; The free city in Greece; Rome: city and worldwide empire; The formation
of the medieval environment; The cities of Islam; European cities in the Middle
Ages; Renaissance art; Italian cities during the Renaissance; European
colonization; The capitalists of Baroque Europe; The setting of the Industrial
Revolution; The 'post-liberal' city; The modern city; The situation today; Index.
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Leonardo Benevolo, author of The Architecture of the Renaissance and History of Modern Architecture
(MIT Press, 1971), here provides a basic history of the man-made environment in Europe and the Near East,
where the idea first emerged of the city as an integral and self-contained settlement, containing within itself
other lesser settlements. Cities remain specifically historical creations. They have not always existed; they
began at a certain time in the evolution of society and can be ended or radically transformed at another. They
came into being as a result of a historical need; and it is for this reason that the origins of the city in the
ancient world, and its future in the modern world, need to be studied.

An essential feature of Benevolo's method are his detailed studies of the growth of specific European cities,
and these heavily illustrated accounts provide a valuable source of reference material for the student of
architecture and urban studies and for the general reader.

Contents: Introduction: The prehistoric background and the beginnings of the city; The free city in Greece;
Rome: city and worldwide empire; The formation of the medieval environment; The cities of Islam;
European cities in the Middle Ages; Renaissance art; Italian cities during the Renaissance; European
colonization; The capitalists of Baroque Europe; The setting of the Industrial Revolution; The 'post-liberal'
city; The modern city; The situation today; Index.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Italian (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Winsett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The History of the
City book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Johnson:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The History of the City book since this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Dennis Gaines:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The History of the City can be great book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Yolanda Matlock:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide The History of the City was filled regarding science. Spend



your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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