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In the The Misunderstood Jew, scholar Amy-Jill Levine helps Christians and
Jews understand the "Jewishness" of Jesus so that their appreciation of him
deepens and a greater interfaith dialogue can take place. Levine's humor and
informed truth-telling provokes honest conversation and debate about how
Christians and Jews should understand Jesus, the New Testament, and each other.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. It is a simple truth that Jews and Christians should be close friends, since they share
common roots and a basic ethical system. But the gulf between the groups seems vast. Levine, professor of
New Testament studies at Vanderbilt, presents a strong and convincing case for understanding Jesus as "a
Jew speaking to Jews," and for viewing Christianity as a Jewish movement that ultimately swept the world in
its influence and authority. But with this expansion came an insidious anti-Jewish sentiment, fed by some
New Testament texts (wrongly understood, the author urges) and the emerging political power of the
Christian church. Levine does a masterful job of describing the subtleties of anti-Semitism, across the years
and across the religious spectrum, from the conservative evangelical mission to convert the Jews to the
liberation theologians who picture Jews as adherents to an older, less merciful religion. In the end, Levine
offers a prescription for healing and mutual understanding; a chapter titled "Quo Vadis?" outlines steps that
can be taken by Jews and Christians alike to bridge the divide that has caused so much suffering over the
centuries. Written for the general public, this is an outstanding addition to the literature of interfaith dialogue.
(Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Levine, a professor of New Testament studies at Vanderbilt, joins the ranks of Bart Ehrman, John Dominic
Crossan, and others in the search for the historical Jesus. In the first several chapters, Levine treads familiar
ground, discussing Jesus within the context of Judaism and examining how Christianity evolved from a
Jewish sect to a gentile church. This information can be found in other, more clearly written sources, but
what Levine does very well is discuss Jewish-Christian relations throughout the millennia, even as she
provides a context for discussion. Though Levine clearly shows how Judaism has become a scapegoat of
Christianity and offers many examples of Judaism's tenets taken out of context by church writers, she is not
writing to stir up trouble. What she wants readers to understand is that lifting Jesus from Judaism is not
helpful to either group and that there are plenty of ways to focus on similarities. As Levine concludes, "As
different as they are, church and synagogue have . . . the same destination whether called . . . the kingdom of
heaven or the messianic age." Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Written for the general reading public, this is an outstanding addition to the literature of interfaith dialogue.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the
Jewish Jesus. Try to the actual book The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish
Jesus as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Raymond McMillion:

The ability that you get from The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus is the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal
of the Jewish Jesus giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this kind of The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus instantly.

Craig Palmer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal
of the Jewish Jesus giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donald Lee:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish
Jesus can make you really feel more interested to read.
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