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Here is a rare opportunity to view painting through the discerning eyes of one of
the world's foremost abstract painters. Stella uses the crisis of representational art
in sixteenth-century Italy to illuminate the crisis of abstraction in our time.
Professionals, students, collectors and all lovers of art will find Stella's non-
traditional evaluations of the masters' work controversial and his fresh concepts
wonderfully provocative.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In these Charles Eliot Norton Lectures delivered at Harvard, Stella has produced a critique of abstract
painting that starts in the Renaissance and ends with Abstract Expressionism. Caravaggio's brooding
chiaroscuro works locate for Stella the beginnings of modern painting. Stella posits these beginnings in
Caravaggio's creation of a "working space," an enveloping pictorial space. Stella, an abstract painter himself,
takes abstraction to task, but this is lucid, impassioned prodding from the loyal opposition. This is art history
and art criticism of a high order, detailed and refreshingly idiosyncratic. Both scholarly and hip, Stella has
written a book that reveals the painter's mind and studio, allowing us to see the play of history and vision that
goes on within. Highly recommended for specialists and informed readers. Calvin Reid, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Mr. Stella's way of dealing with single paintings, 36 of which are reproduced in color, makes for one tour-
de-force after another...Paintings familiar and unfamiliar, from the 'Mona Lisa' to Wassily Kandinsky's
'Composition IX,' gain a just washed sparkle. (Peter Schjeldahl New York Times Book Review)

Working Space comes as something of a bombshell. For this is a book that explodes a great many received
ideas about abstraction...[It] is certainly one of the most remarkable books ever written on the subject. What
makes it so remarkable, of course, is that Stella is unquestionably the most celebrated abstract painter of his
generation. (Hilton Kramer The Atlantic)

It is seldom that a major artist is prepared to commit himself publicly to a considered, large-scale survey of
the art of his time, and to relate it moreover to substantial cross-sections of the art of the past. Frank Stella
has done this in his Charles Eliot Norton Lectures at Harvard, with considerable erudition, great verve and
genuine originality. (John Golding Times Literary Supplement)

Working Space develops its thesis with such gusto, elegance, and conviction...The text is rich with insight,
integrity, and unexpected rethinkings of erstwhile familiar images. (David Anfam Art International)

This is a marvelously insightful and thought-provoking book...Stella's perception of the problem is correct--
abstraction has reached a watershed. His analysis of that problem is erudite and plausible, and at times even
passionate. If he does not solve it within these pages, he at least has made us consider its ramifications, and
he has enabled us to look at art from a valuable and rarely available perspective. (Edward J. Sozanski
Philadelphia Inquirer)

This is art history and art criticism of a high order, detailed and refreshingly idiosyncratic. Both scholarly
and hip, Stella has written a book that reveals the painter's mind and studio, allowing us to see the play of
history and vision that goes on within. Highly recommended. (Calvin Reid Library Journal)

From the Back Cover
This book affords a rare opportunity to view painting from the inside out, through the eyes of one of the
world's most prominent abstract painters. Frank Stella describes his perception of other artists' work as well
as his own, in this generously illustrated volume.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Enrique Hayes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Working Space. All type of book
is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Harriett Costello:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Working Space to read.

Gloria Pruitt:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Working Space this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Annette Spafford:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Working Space was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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