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In the spring of 1973 one of the country's most successful dramatists, William
Inge, ran out of reasons to think he was any good. He went into his garage one
night and shut the door, seated himself behind the wheel of his new car, and
turned the key. By morning he was dead. "Death makes us all innocent," Inge had
written, "and weaves all our private hurts and griefs and wrongs into the fabric of
time, and makes them a part of eternity."

But William Inge had it made, or so it seemed in 1962. He had written an
unprecedented string of Broadway hits: Picnic, Bus Stop, The Dark at the Top of
the Stairs, and Come Back, Little Sheba. All four plays had become successful
films featuring top Hollywood stars. Inge had received a Pulitzer Prize for Picnic
and an Academy Award for his screenplay, Splendor in the Grass. Even his
longtime friend and mentor, Tennessee Williams, was envious of his success.

Privately, Inge was miserable. His long struggle with alcoholism and profound
shame over his homosexuality plagued him before, during, and after his decade
of great success. As criticism of his work intensified, Inge responded with
increasingly frantic attempts to please by "modernizing" his writing. He
abandoned the small-town characters and settings he knew in favor of more lurid,
urban subject matter. In the end, his characters lost their authentic voices, and
neither critics nor audiences found his later work believable.

In this first book-length literary biography of Inge, Ralph Voss peels back the
veneer of public success and lays bare the private pain and isolation of the man
who was called America's first authentic midwestern playwright. He draws upon
interviews, memoirs, and unpublished manuscripts, letters, and papers to show
how Inge's unhappy life fueled the struggles his plays depict.
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In the spring of 1973 one of the country's most successful dramatists, William Inge, ran out of reasons to
think he was any good. He went into his garage one night and shut the door, seated himself behind the wheel
of his new car, and turned the key. By morning he was dead. "Death makes us all innocent," Inge had
written, "and weaves all our private hurts and griefs and wrongs into the fabric of time, and makes them a
part of eternity."

But William Inge had it made, or so it seemed in 1962. He had written an unprecedented string of Broadway
hits: Picnic, Bus Stop, The Dark at the Top of the Stairs, and Come Back, Little Sheba. All four plays had
become successful films featuring top Hollywood stars. Inge had received a Pulitzer Prize for Picnic and an
Academy Award for his screenplay, Splendor in the Grass. Even his longtime friend and mentor, Tennessee
Williams, was envious of his success.

Privately, Inge was miserable. His long struggle with alcoholism and profound shame over his
homosexuality plagued him before, during, and after his decade of great success. As criticism of his work
intensified, Inge responded with increasingly frantic attempts to please by "modernizing" his writing. He
abandoned the small-town characters and settings he knew in favor of more lurid, urban subject matter. In
the end, his characters lost their authentic voices, and neither critics nor audiences found his later work
believable.

In this first book-length literary biography of Inge, Ralph Voss peels back the veneer of public success and
lays bare the private pain and isolation of the man who was called America's first authentic midwestern
playwright. He draws upon interviews, memoirs, and unpublished manuscripts, letters, and papers to show
how Inge's unhappy life fueled the struggles his plays depict.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The troubled life of William Inge (1913-73), America's most celebrated playwright of the 1950s, is
sympathetically examined in this biography by a fellow Kansan who teaches at the University of Alabama.
In his four famous plays-- Come Back Little Sheba , Picnic (for which he was awarded a Pulitzer Prize), Bus
Stop and The Dark at the Top of the Stairs (all of which were successfully filmed)--Inge explored themes of
loneliness, frustration, loss, despair and the need for love within the family, themes rooted in his own
unhappiness. Despite his many friendships, Inge was an angry, lonely man who struggled with
homosexuality and alcoholism until his death by suicide. After an attack by Robert Brustein in Harper's in
1958, audiences, too, rejected his plays. As his career declined, he made desperate, unsuccessful attempts to
restore his equilibrium--a flirtation with the occult and a half-hearted conversion to Catholicism. In the end,
"Inge showed that rural Midwesterners could be as vulnerable to life's upsets as the most committed of city
dwellers." Photos.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A grand job, extremely readable. . . . Voss uses his sources brilliantly, weaving them through the narrative
seamlessly."—Jackson Bryer, editor of The Theatre We Worked For "This book is a biographical work of
art. It is insightful and compassionate yet revealing. It is a great tribute to a great talent."—R. M. Seaton,
syndicated columnist

From the Back Cover
"A grand job, extremely readable. . . . Voss uses his sources brilliantly, weaving them through the narrative
seamlessly."--Jackson Bryer, editor of The Theatre We Worked For

"This book is a biographical work of art. It is insightful and compassionate yet revealing. It is a great tribute
to a great talent."--R. M. Seaton, syndicated columnist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberto Senn:

Here thing why this particular A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar
with A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of A Life of William Inge: The Strains of
Triumph in e-book can be your choice.



Daniel Nelson:

The particular book A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Life of William Inge: The Strains of
Triumph is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

John Wilson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read will be A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph.

Ethel Swafford:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely A Life of William Inge: The Strains of Triumph. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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