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A wealthy and notorious clan, the Bellefleurs live in aregion not unlike the
Adirondacks, in an enormous mansion on the shores of mythic Lake Noir. They
own vast lands and profitable businesses, they employ their neighbors, and they
influence the government. A prolific and eccentric group, they include several
millionaires, amass murderer, a spiritual seeker who climbs into the mountains
looking for God, a wealthy noctambulist who dies of a chicken scratch.

Bellefleur traces the lives of several generations of thisunusual family. At its
center is Gideon Bellefleur and hisimperious, somewhat psychic, very beautiful
wife, Leah, their three children (one with frightening psychic abilities), and the
servants and relatives, living and dead, who inhabit the mansion and its environs.
Their story offers a profound look at the world's changeableness, time and
eternity, space and soul, pride and physicality versus love. Bellefleur isan
allegory of caritas versus cupiditas, love and selflessness versus pride and
selfishness. It isanovel of change, baffling complexity, mystery.

Written with a voluptuousness and startling immediacy that transcends Joyce
Carol Oates's early works, Bellefleur iswidely regarded as a masterwork—a feat
of literary genius that forces us "to ask again how anyone can possibly write such
books, such absolutely convincing scenes, rousing in us, again and again, the
familiar Oates effect, the point of all her art: joyful terror gradually ebbing
toward wonder" (John Gardner).
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A wealthy and notorious clan, the Bellefleurs live in aregion not unlike the Adirondacks, in an enormous
mansion on the shores of mythic Lake Noir. They own vast lands and profitable businesses, they employ
their neighbors, and they influence the government. A prolific and eccentric group, they include several
millionaires, a mass murderer, a spiritual seeker who climbs into the mountains looking for God, awealthy
noctambulist who dies of a chicken scratch.

Bellefleur traces the lives of several generations of this unusual family. At its center is Gideon Bellefleur and
his imperious, somewhat psychic, very beautiful wife, Leah, their three children (one with frightening
psychic abilities), and the servants and relatives, living and dead, who inhabit the mansion and its environs.
Their story offers a profound look at the world's changeabl eness, time and eternity, space and soul, pride and
physicality versus love. Bellefleur is an allegory of caritas versus cupiditas, love and selflessness versus pride
and selfishness. It isanovel of change, baffling complexity, mystery.

Written with a voluptuousness and startling immediacy that transcends Joyce Carol Oates's early works,
Bellefleur iswidely regarded as a masterwork—a feat of literary genius that forces us "to ask again how
anyone can possibly write such books, such absolutely convincing scenes, rousing in us, again and again, the
familiar Oates effect, the point of al her art: joyful terror gradually ebbing toward wonder" (John Gardner).
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric McDonald:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Bellefleur. Try to stumble through book Bellefleur as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Kent Brown:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Bellefleur book is readable by means of you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Bellefleur content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available asit. So , do you continue to thinking Bellefleur is not |oveable to be your top record
reading book?

Thomas Hill:

Spent afreetimeto be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free time/
holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
e-book untitled Bellefleur can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

LolaKelly:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like

newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of



the Bellefleur when you desired it?
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