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Kathy Acker was a high-wire writer. She took risks. She experimented for the
sake of it. She made mistakes. She fell. She never wanted a modest success, and
so her books, al of them, swing from passages of topflight bravura, where you
think, "How did she do that?"' to a sawdust-in-your-mouth kind of feeling that
you just want to spit out. She is an exhilarating, exasperating writer who wants
you in the ring with her, through the highs and the lows. There was always
something touching and trusting about Acker's belief that her audience would not
want a smooth finished product of the kind they could buy at any dime store, but
would prefer to bein on the process -- flying when she did, falling when she did,
nothing leveled out or homogenized.

She was ahead of her time. There is no doubt about that. Acker really was
interactive art. It'swhy she fronted bands -- most famously The Mekons on the
CD of Pussy, King of the Pirates -- if you haven't heard it, buy it now. It'swhy
her readings were more like stage shows than those creepy literary events where
some dude mumbles in amonotone for half an hour. To see Kathy in her
leopard-skin leotard, slash of red lipstick, gym-honed muscles, maybe a dildo,
usually a backing track, seduce a packed crowd with that gorgeous voice and
knowing childlike look was to discover how exciting art could be. Not rarefied,
not back-dated, not dull, just something you suddenly wanted -- the way you
suddenly want to be kissed by someone you hadn't even looked at before.

Okay, so Acker was art as performance and language as desire, but was she an
important writer? Y es. Important work always hasrisk in it. That doesn't mean
that all risky work isimportant,but it does mean that safety gets us nowhere. In
sciencethisis self-evident. In the arts, and particularly literature, we still moan
and groan at experiment. Just gimme a good story, we say, with a beginning,
middle, and end. Well, Acker won't do that for you, but she will help you get
high.
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Kathy Acker was ahigh-wire writer. She took risks. She experimented for the sake of it. She made mistakes.
Shefell. She never wanted a modest success, and so her books, all of them, swing from passages of topflight
bravura, where you think, "How did she do that?" to a sawdust-in-your-mouth kind of feeling that you just
want to spit out. She is an exhilarating, exasperating writer who wants you in the ring with her, through the
highs and the lows. There was always something touching and trusting about Acker's belief that her audience
would not want a smooth finished product of the kind they could buy at any dime store, but would prefer to
be in on the process -- flying when she did, falling when she did, nothing leveled out or homogenized.

She was ahead of her time. Thereis no doubt about that. Acker really was interactive art. It's why she fronted
bands -- most famously The Mekons on the CD of Pussy, King of the Pirates -- if you haven't heard it, buy it
now. It'swhy her readings were more like stage shows than those creepy literary events where some dude
mumbles in amonotone for half an hour. To see Kathy in her leopard-skin leotard, slash of red lipstick, gym-
honed muscles, maybe a dildo, usually abacking track, seduce a packed crowd with that gorgeous voice and
knowing childlike look was to discover how exciting art could be. Not rarefied, not back-dated, not dull, just
something you suddenly wanted -- the way you suddenly want to be kissed by someone you hadn't even
looked at before.

Okay, so Acker was art as performance and language as desire, but was she an important writer? Y es.
Important work always hasrisk init. That doesn't mean that all risky work isimportant,but it does mean that
safety gets us nowhere. In science thisis self-evident. In the arts, and particularly literature, we still moan
and groan at experiment. Just gimme a good story, we say, with a beginning, middle, and end. Well, Acker
won't do that for you, but she will help you get high.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Acker was a pioneer of postmodern fiction
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Blood and gutsin high
school (An Evergreen book) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Hill:

This Blood and guts in high school (An Evergreen book) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Blood and guts in high school (An Evergreen book) can
be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed types. Beside that this Blood
and guts in high school (An Evergreen book) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So, let's have
it appreciate reading.

Teresa Hanson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Blood and gutsin
high school (An Evergreen book) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The book untitled Blood and gutsin high school (An Evergreen book)is one of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jo Jordan:

The book untitled Blood and guts in high school (An Evergreen book) contain alot of information onit. The



writer explains the girl ideawith easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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