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Since the early 1990s, governments and development agencies have become
increasingly preoccupied with the pursuit of regional competitiveness. However,
there is considerable confusion around what exactly regional competitiveness
means, how it might be achieved, whether and how it can be measured, and
whether it is a meaningful and appropriate goal for regional economies. The
central aim of this book is to provide a comprehensive and critical account of
these debates with reference to theory, policy and practice, and thus to explore
the meaning and value of the concept of regional competitiveness.

The book is structured into three parts. Part one introduces the concept of
regional competitiveness by tracing its origins and exploring its different
meanings in regional economic development. This will critically engage with
political economy approaches to understanding the nature and dominance of the
competitiveness discourse. Part two interrogates the pursuit of regional
competitiveness in policy and practice. This critically evaluates the degree to
which the pursuit of competitiveness is encouraging convergence in policy
agendas in regions through an examination of key determinants of policy
sameness and difference, notably benchmarking and devolved governance. Part
three explores the limitations to regional competitiveness and explores whether
and how its predominance in the policy discourse might be challenged by
alternative agendas such as sustainable development and wellbeing. This focuses
on the developing qualitative character of regional development.

This volume critically engages with the theory and policy of regional
competitiveness, thus providing the first integrated critique of the concept for
undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as academics interested in
regional development and policy. It will unpack the concept of regional
competitiveness and explain its usefulness, limitations and policy appeal, as well
as examining its sustainability in the light of evolving governance structures and
the imperatives of broadening regional development agendas.
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Since the early 1990s, governments and development agencies have become increasingly preoccupied with
the pursuit of regional competitiveness. However, there is considerable confusion around what exactly
regional competitiveness means, how it might be achieved, whether and how it can be measured, and
whether it is a meaningful and appropriate goal for regional economies. The central aim of this book is to
provide a comprehensive and critical account of these debates with reference to theory, policy and practice,
and thus to explore the meaning and value of the concept of regional competitiveness.

The book is structured into three parts. Part one introduces the concept of regional competitiveness by
tracing its origins and exploring its different meanings in regional economic development. This will critically
engage with political economy approaches to understanding the nature and dominance of the competitiveness
discourse. Part two interrogates the pursuit of regional competitiveness in policy and practice. This critically
evaluates the degree to which the pursuit of competitiveness is encouraging convergence in policy agendas in
regions through an examination of key determinants of policy sameness and difference, notably
benchmarking and devolved governance. Part three explores the limitations to regional competitiveness and
explores whether and how its predominance in the policy discourse might be challenged by alternative
agendas such as sustainable development and wellbeing. This focuses on the developing qualitative character
of regional development.

This volume critically engages with the theory and policy of regional competitiveness, thus providing the
first integrated critique of the concept for undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as academics
interested in regional development and policy. It will unpack the concept of regional competitiveness and
explain its usefulness, limitations and policy appeal, as well as examining its sustainability in the light of
evolving governance structures and the imperatives of broadening regional development agendas.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gillian Bristow is a Reader in Economic Geography in the School of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff
University. Her research interests focus on regional economic development, governance and policy. This
book develops her seminal critique of regional competitiveness published in the Journal of Economic
Geography in 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Critical
Reflections on Regional Competitiveness: Theory, Policy, Practice (Routledge Studies in Human
Geography)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
other opinion?

Beatrice Flanagan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you personally is Critical Reflections on Regional Competitiveness: Theory,
Policy, Practice (Routledge Studies in Human Geography) this publication consist a lot of the information of
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Lisa Keener:

Beside this specific Critical Reflections on Regional Competitiveness: Theory, Policy, Practice (Routledge
Studies in Human Geography) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Critical
Reflections on Regional Competitiveness: Theory, Policy, Practice (Routledge Studies in Human



Geography) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Jeri McKeen:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Critical Reflections on Regional Competitiveness: Theory, Policy, Practice (Routledge Studies in Human
Geography). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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