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In the ancient Greco-Roman world, it was common practice to curse or bind an
enemy or rival by writing an incantation on a tablet and dedicating it to a god or
spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called defixiones were intended
to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E.
and the 5th Century C.E., have been discovered from North Africa to England,
and from Syria to Spain. Extending into every aspect of ancient life--athletic and
theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and
the recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical
study previously inaccessible. Here, for the first time, these texts have been
translated into English with a substantial translator's introduction revealing the
cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient
magic.
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In the ancient Greco-Roman world, it was common practice to curse or bind an enemy or rival by writing an
incantation on a tablet and dedicating it to a god or spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called
defixiones were intended to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E. and the 5th Century C.E.,
have been discovered from North Africa to England, and from Syria to Spain. Extending into every aspect of
ancient life--athletic and theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and the
recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical study previously inaccessible.
Here, for the first time, these texts have been translated into English with a substantial translator's
introduction revealing the cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient magic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There is ample reason...to be extremely grateful to Gager and his associates for having provided such a rich
and accessible collection of these fascinating and culturally important documents."--Bryn Mawr Classical
Review

"The material is fascinating, and provides a view of antiquity from an unaccustomed angle....Of immense
value to students of the ancient world and of the history of religion."--Times Literary Supplement

"Spellbinding."--Christian Century

"A thorough and scholarly book, of immense value to students of the ancient world and of the history of
religion."--Ancient History

"The editor and publisher are to be commended for making an important aspect of ancient popular religion
accessible to a wide audience."--Journal of Religion

About the Author
John G. Gager is at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from
the Ancient World will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?



Johanna Garrett:

The e-book with title Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World has lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gayle Oconnell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the
Ancient World guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Curse Tablets and Binding
Spells from the Ancient World as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Margaret Garcia:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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