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Stylized dance music and music based on dance rhythms pervade Bach's
compositions. Although the music of this very special genre has long been a part
of every serious musician's repertoire, little has been written about it.

The original edition of this addressed works that bore the names of dances?a
considerable corpus. In this expanded version of their practical and insightful
study, Meredith Little and Natalie Jenne apply the same principals to the study of
a great number of Bach's works that use identifiable dance rhythms but do not
bear dance-specific titles.

Part I describes French dance practices in the cities and courts most familiar to
Bach. The terminology and analytical tools necessary for discussing dance music
of Bach's time are laid out.

Part II presents the dance forms that Bach used, annotating all of his named
dances. Little and Jenne draw on choreographies, harmony, theorists' writings,
and the music of many seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
composers in order to arrive at a model for each dance type.

In Appendix A all of Bach's named dances are listed in convenient tabular form;
included are the BWV number for each piece, the date of composition, the larger
work in which it appears, the instrumentation, and the meter.
Appendix B supplies the same data for pieces recognizable as dance types but not
named as such.

More than ever, this book will stimulate both the musical scholar and the
performer with a new perspective at the rhythmic workings of Bach's remarkable
repertoire of dance-based music.
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Stylized dance music and music based on dance rhythms pervade Bach's compositions. Although the music
of this very special genre has long been a part of every serious musician's repertoire, little has been written
about it.

The original edition of this addressed works that bore the names of dances?a considerable corpus. In this
expanded version of their practical and insightful study, Meredith Little and Natalie Jenne apply the same
principals to the study of a great number of Bach's works that use identifiable dance rhythms but do not bear
dance-specific titles.

Part I describes French dance practices in the cities and courts most familiar to Bach. The terminology and
analytical tools necessary for discussing dance music of Bach's time are laid out.

Part II presents the dance forms that Bach used, annotating all of his named dances. Little and Jenne draw on
choreographies, harmony, theorists' writings, and the music of many seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
composers in order to arrive at a model for each dance type.

In Appendix A all of Bach's named dances are listed in convenient tabular form; included are the BWV
number for each piece, the date of composition, the larger work in which it appears, the instrumentation, and
the meter.
Appendix B supplies the same data for pieces recognizable as dance types but not named as such.

More than ever, this book will stimulate both the musical scholar and the performer with a new perspective
at the rhythmic workings of Bach's remarkable repertoire of dance-based music.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Meredith Little is an attorney practicing law in Tucson. She has taught at Stanford University and Aston
Magna Academy and is author of numerous articles on Baroque music and dance, include twenty-three
articles in the
New Grove.

Natalie Jenne, Professor of Music Emeritus at Concordia University, has published articles in the J. S. Bach
(in the series Oxford Composer Companions), Key Words in Church Music, and journals such as Bach, The
Diapason, Church Music, and Clavier. She conducts workshops on aspects of Baroque performance practice,
in particular, the music of Bach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition book is readable by simply you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with
Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Roger Lee:

The feeling that you get from Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach:
Expanded Edition instantly.

Curtis Graham:

This Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition are reliable for you who want to be a successful



person, why. The explanation of this Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition can be on the list
of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Patricia Hooper:

Dance and the Music of J. S. Bach: Expanded Edition can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Dance and the Music of J. S.
Bach: Expanded Edition but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.
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