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This book explores the meanings and complexities of India’s experience of
transition from colonial to the post-colonial period. It focuses on the first five
years – from independence on 15th August 1947 to the first general election in
January 1952 – in the politics of West Bengal, the new Indian province that was
created as a result of the Partition.

 

The author, a specialist on the history of modern India, discusses what freedom
actually meant to various individuals, communities and political parties, how
they responded to it, how they extended its meaning and how in their anxiety to
confront the realities of free India, they began to invent new enemies of their
newly acquired freedom. By emphasising the representations of popular
mentality rather than the institutional changes brought in by the process of
decolonization, he draws attention to other concerns and anxieties that were
related to the problems of coming to terms with the newly achieved freedom and
the responsibility of devising independent rules of governance that would suit the
historic needs of a pluralist nation.

 

Decolonization in South Asia analyses the transitional politics of West Bengal in
light of recent developments in postcolonial theory on nationalism, treating the
‘nation’ as a space for contestation, rather than a natural breeding ground for
homogeneity in the complex political scenario of post-independence India. It will
appeal to academics interested in political science, sociology, social
anthropology and cultural and Asian studies.
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This book explores the meanings and complexities of India’s experience of transition from colonial to the
post-colonial period. It focuses on the first five years – from independence on 15th August 1947 to the first
general election in January 1952 – in the politics of West Bengal, the new Indian province that was created
as a result of the Partition.

 

The author, a specialist on the history of modern India, discusses what freedom actually meant to various
individuals, communities and political parties, how they responded to it, how they extended its meaning and
how in their anxiety to confront the realities of free India, they began to invent new enemies of their newly
acquired freedom. By emphasising the representations of popular mentality rather than the institutional
changes brought in by the process of decolonization, he draws attention to other concerns and anxieties that
were related to the problems of coming to terms with the newly achieved freedom and the responsibility of
devising independent rules of governance that would suit the historic needs of a pluralist nation.

 

Decolonization in South Asia analyses the transitional politics of West Bengal in light of recent
developments in postcolonial theory on nationalism, treating the ‘nation’ as a space for contestation, rather
than a natural breeding ground for homogeneity in the complex political scenario of post-independence
India. It will appeal to academics interested in political science, sociology, social anthropology and cultural
and Asian studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Sekhar Bandyopadhyay's well-researched and well-written study adds another useful title to his
earlier works on the history of South Asia, especially Bengal... His scholarship, sincerity, and rigorous
attention to sources are beyond cavil." - Narasingha Sil, Western Oregon University; The Journal of Asian
Studies, Vol. 69/3, August 2010

"The detailed content of each chapter, the astute observations about West Bengali politics, the clear
exposition, and the attention to new kinds of sources, make this a valuable work for a wide
readership." - Kris Manjapra, Tufts University; Journal of Contemporary History 2013.

About the Author

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay is Professor of Asian History at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. He
has published widely on the history of South Asia. His previous books include Caste, Culture and
Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial Bengal (2004), From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern
India (2004) and Caste, Protest and Identity in Colonial India (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Brown:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of
Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947–52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) as the
daily resource information.

Dan Hanner:

This Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947–52
(Routledge Studies in South Asian History) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Decolonization in South



Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947–52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian
History) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Cindi Russell:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of
Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947–52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian History). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Vincent Mickens:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This publication Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence West
Bengal, 1947–52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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