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With expert evidence used more and more often in criminal jury cases,
evaluation of its admissibility and presentation is being increasingly thrust into
the spotlight. However, jury room secrecy has long prevented a rigorous analysis
of its complexities. Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials draws on an
unprecedented study carried out in Commonwealth jurisdictions which have
recently granted access to jurors, offering a unique exploration of the
presentation and comprehension of expert evidence in criminal jury trials and a
critical perspective on parallel UK processes.

The authors combine empirical research conducted in the courtroom with expert
academic analysis, examining, analysing, and comparing the views of not only
real jurors, but also courtroom lawyers, judges, and experts across over 50 trials
to gauge how complex and sometimes conflicting expert evidence is perceived
and understood by all parties. Examples of modern technologies used in expert
evidence, including DNA analysis and facial and body-mapping, are considered,
and discussion of the challenges they pose covers not only issues of procedure
and approach, but also perceptual issues and those of cognitive evaluation. This
innovative study aims to facilitate a broader understanding of the use of expert
evidence, what problems exist with it, and how such problems influence the
communication of information to jurors.

While the survey that informs the book relates to criminal trials in three
Australian jurisdictions, the legal and psychological issues explored transcend
national boundaries, allowing this book to fill a gap in the market for a practical
discussion of expert evidence and its use that will be relevant to practitioners in
any jurisdiction which utilises an adversarial trial system or juries in criminal
trials.
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With expert evidence used more and more often in criminal jury cases, evaluation of its admissibility and
presentation is being increasingly thrust into the spotlight. However, jury room secrecy has long prevented a
rigorous analysis of its complexities. Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials draws on an unprecedented
study carried out in Commonwealth jurisdictions which have recently granted access to jurors, offering a
unique exploration of the presentation and comprehension of expert evidence in criminal jury trials and a
critical perspective on parallel UK processes.

The authors combine empirical research conducted in the courtroom with expert academic analysis,
examining, analysing, and comparing the views of not only real jurors, but also courtroom lawyers, judges,
and experts across over 50 trials to gauge how complex and sometimes conflicting expert evidence is
perceived and understood by all parties. Examples of modern technologies used in expert evidence, including
DNA analysis and facial and body-mapping, are considered, and discussion of the challenges they pose
covers not only issues of procedure and approach, but also perceptual issues and those of cognitive
evaluation. This innovative study aims to facilitate a broader understanding of the use of expert evidence,
what problems exist with it, and how such problems influence the communication of information to jurors.

While the survey that informs the book relates to criminal trials in three Australian jurisdictions, the legal
and psychological issues explored transcend national boundaries, allowing this book to fill a gap in the
market for a practical discussion of expert evidence and its use that will be relevant to practitioners in any
jurisdiction which utilises an adversarial trial system or juries in criminal trials.
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Editorial Review

Review
...this book will certainly be an indispensable source of information in any future discussion of the reform of
expert evidence in criminal trials." - Tony Ward, Criminal Law Review

About the Author

Ian Freckelton QC, Practising Queen's Counsel, Professorial Fellow in Law and Psychiatry, University of
Melbourne,Jane Goodman-Delahunty, Research Professor, Charles Sturt University,Jacqueline Horan,
Senior Lecturer, Melbourne Law School,Blake McKimmie, Associate Professor, The University of
Queensland

Professor Ian Freckelton QC is a practising Queen's Counsel and a leading Australasian scholar on expert
evidence. He is also a Professorial Fellow in Law and Psychiatry at the University of Melbourne, an Adjunct
Professor of Law and Forensic Medicine at Monash University, a Commissioner at the Victorian Law
Reform Commission, and an elected Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law and of the Academy of
Social Sciences Australia. He has published over 500 peer reviewed articles and some 40 books.

Professor Jane Goodman-Delahunty is a Research Professor at Charles Sturt University in the School of
Psychology and the Australian Graduate School of Policing and Security, Manly Campus. She is a Past-
President of the Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatry, Psychology and Law as well as a
Past-President of the American Psychology-Law Society. Her research is supported by the Australian
Research Council, the Australian Institute of Criminology, and the United States Federal Bureau of
Investigation. She has trained both as a lawyer and an experimental psychologist.

Dr Jacqueline Horan is a Senior Lecturer at the Melbourne Law School and the Lead Investigator in the
study which is the subject of this book.

Associate Professor Blake McKimmie is a social psychologist in the School of Psychology at The University
of Queensland. He is a leading jury researcher and has published in the area of social cognition and group
processes, with a particular focus on jury decision-making.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Labelle:

The book Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury
Trials to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?



Bertha Underwood:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Expert
Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Blair Chappell:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Lee Fuller:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Expert Evidence and Criminal Jury Trials is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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