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Amidst the recent flourishing of Sixties scholarship, Imagine Nation is the first
collection to focus solely on the counterculture. Its fourteen provocative essays
seek to unearth the complexity and rediscover the society-changing power of
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This deep and detailed work examines the many elements of the American counterculture of the 1960s and
1970s. Its underlying theme is the rejection by mainly young but also older people of prevailing political,
social, and cultural norms through experimentation with drugs, sex, music, and identity to construct
alternative ways of life. The 14 essays, written by academics and journalists, are arranged into sections
covering cultural politics, racial and sexual identity, the media and popular culture, the deconditioning of the
human mind through drugs and feminist consciousness-raising, and alternative visions of society based on
technology and communal living. Each section opens with a brief essay covering the major themes appearing
in its chapters. Editors Braunstein and Doyle, who are both journalists, open the work with an excellent essay
critical of both romantic and conservative views of the 1960s and stressing the need for strict historical
analysis for a better understanding of the period. Particularly good essays include David Farber's study of
drug use and David E. James's chapter on film. This is not an easy read, but it marks a major reexamination
of the period. A good complement to The Sixties: From Meaning to History (Univ. of North Carolina, 1994)
and Sights on the Sixties (Rutgers Univ., 1992. reprint); recommended for academic libraries. Stephen L.
Hupp, West Virginia Univ., Parkersburg
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Braunstein (journalist and independent scholar) and Doyle (Ball State Univ.) offer a historically sound
survey of US counterculture of the 1960s and 1970s...Many of the chapters are likely to become assigned
reading in courses on cultural history. Strongly recommended for all academic collections.."
-K. Toloyan, Wesleyan University, for "CHOICE
..."a landmark study."
-Theodore Roszak, "San Francisco Chronicle, December 23, 2001
..."the essays do a fine job of showing the ways in which women, blacks, American Indians and gays lived
out the full implications of challenging the subliminal assumptions of mainstream culture."
-Theodore Roszak, "San Francisco Chronicle, December 23, 2001
"" Imagine Nation is an important corrective to the now-fashionable view that the counterculture represented
little more than the further commodification of American society. This provocative collection helps to reveal
the centrality of subcultures in American history since the the 1950s."
- Alice Echols, Author of "Shaky Ground: The Sixties and Its Aftershocks.
"How thrilling to see the maelstrom of the Sixties subjected to trenchant analysis and its various ideologies
and expressions compared and contrasted. These scholar-detectives are so sensitive to the mind of the times
that I suspect many saw action on the same streets I and my friends did. I think they got it right.."
-Peter Coyote, Actor and Writer, Author of" Sleeping Where I Fall.

About the Author
Peter Braunstein is a journalist and cultural historian based in New York City. He writes about fashion,
film, celebrity, the 1960s, music, technology, and pop culture for such publications as the Village Voice,
Forbes, American Heritage, the Chronicle of Higher Education, Women's Wear Daily, W,  and culturefront.
He received his M.A. from New York University in 1992, having written a thesis on the Haight-Ashbury
counterculture.
Michael William Doyle worked in the new-wave food co-op movement during the 1970s while living
communally on an organic farm he helped found in Wisconsin. He went on to earn a B.A. at the University



of Wisconsin-Madison (1989), and a Ph.D. at Cornell University (1997). He is currently Assistant Professor
of History at Ball State University at Muncie, Indiana. He is the author of Free Radicals: The Haight-
Ashbury Diggers and the American Counterculture in the 1960s.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Imagine Nation: The American
Counterculture of the 1960's and 70's book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Edward Crosley:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one
to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Imagine Nation: The American Counterculture of the 1960's and 70's, you are
able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.

Betty Walsh:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Imagine Nation: The American Counterculture of the 1960's and 70's it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Amado Spieker:

Imagine Nation: The American Counterculture of the 1960's and 70's can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could



increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Imagine Nation:
The American Counterculture of the 1960's and 70's yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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