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Three legends: Monroe by Mailer and Stern
 
“This book is really two books. It is a biography, and it is also a pictorial
retrospective of an actress whose greatest love affair was conceivably with the
camera,” wrote Norman Mailer in his 1973 biography, Marilyn.

Now TASCHEN has paired Mailer’s original text with Bert Stern’s
photographs from the legendary Last Sitting—widely considered the most
intimate photographs of Monroe ever taken—to create a fitting tribute to the
woman who, at the time of her death in 1962, was the world’s most famous, a
symbol of glamour and eroticism for an entire generation. But though she was
feted and adored by her public, her private life was that of a little girl lost,
desperate to find love and security. Mailer’s Marilyn is beautiful, tragic, and
complex. As Mailer reflects upon her life—from her bleak childhood through to
the mysterious circumstances of her death—she emerges as a symbol of the
bizarre decade during which she reigned as Hollywood’s greatest female star.

This book, conceived by Lawrence Schiller, Mailer’s collaborator on five works,
combines the author’s masterful text with Stern’s penetrating images of the 36-
year-old Marilyn. Photographed for Vogue magazine over three days at the
Bel-Air Hotel, Marilyn had never allowed such unfettered access, nor had
she looked so breathtakingly beautiful. Six weeks later, mysteriously, she was
dead. In this bold synthesis of literary classic and legendary portrait sitting,
Mailer and Stern lift the veils of confusion surrounding Monroe—the woman, the
star, the sex symbol—and offer profound insight into an iconic figure whose true
personality remains an enigma even today.

First published as a TASCHEN limited collector’s edition, this book is now
available in a standard hardcover version, published on 50th anniversary of Bert
Stern’s Last Sitting and of Marilyn Monroe’s death, August 5, 1962.
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Three legends: Monroe by Mailer and Stern
 
“This book is really two books. It is a biography, and it is also a pictorial retrospective of an actress whose
greatest love affair was conceivably with the camera,” wrote Norman Mailer in his 1973 biography, Marilyn.

Now TASCHEN has paired Mailer’s original text with Bert Stern’s photographs from the legendary Last
Sitting—widely considered the most intimate photographs of Monroe ever taken—to create a fitting tribute
to the woman who, at the time of her death in 1962, was the world’s most famous, a symbol of glamour and
eroticism for an entire generation. But though she was feted and adored by her public, her private life was
that of a little girl lost, desperate to find love and security. Mailer’s Marilyn is beautiful, tragic, and
complex. As Mailer reflects upon her life—from her bleak childhood through to the mysterious
circumstances of her death—she emerges as a symbol of the bizarre decade during which she reigned as
Hollywood’s greatest female star.

This book, conceived by Lawrence Schiller, Mailer’s collaborator on five works, combines the author’s
masterful text with Stern’s penetrating images of the 36-year-old Marilyn. Photographed for Vogue
magazine over three days at the Bel-Air Hotel, Marilyn had never allowed such unfettered access, nor
had she looked so breathtakingly beautiful. Six weeks later, mysteriously, she was dead. In this bold
synthesis of literary classic and legendary portrait sitting, Mailer and Stern lift the veils of confusion
surrounding Monroe—the woman, the star, the sex symbol—and offer profound insight into an iconic figure
whose true personality remains an enigma even today.

First published as a TASCHEN limited collector’s edition, this book is now available in a standard
hardcover version, published on 50th anniversary of Bert Stern’s Last Sitting and of Marilyn Monroe’s
death, August 5, 1962.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is really two books. It is a biography, and it is also a pictorial retrospective of an actress whose
greatest love affair was conceivably with the camera," (wrote Norman Mailer in his 1973 biography,
Marilyn.)"

About the Author
Norman Mailer (1923–2007) was one of the 20th century’s greatest and most influential writers, as well as
one of America’s most renowned and controversial literary figures. The best-selling author of a dozen novels
and 20 works of nonfiction, he also wrote stage plays, screenplays, television miniseries, hundreds of essays,
two books of poetry, and a collection of short stories. A two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, he lived in
Brooklyn, New York, and Provincetown, Massachusetts.

Bert Stern (1929–2013) was one of America’s greatest portrait photographers, who during the 1960s
produced 200 pages annually for Vogue, as well as many of the most important print and television
advertising campaigns. He is best known for his revolutionary print ads for Smirnoff and for his portrait
series of Marilyn Monroe, taken just six weeks before her death. Stern lived and worked in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The publication Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn
Monroe. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Keith Barnett:

The event that you get from Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe is a more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe
instantly.



Tammy Schuler:

This Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Norman
Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Steven Delorme:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Norman Mailer/Bert Stern: Marilyn Monroe.
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