
On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in
Latin American Literature and Culture

By Edna Aizenberg

On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and
Culture By Edna Aizenberg

In this bold study, Edna Aizenberg offers a much-needed corrective to both Latin
American literary scholarship and popular assumptions that the whole of Latin
America served as a Nazi refuge both during and after World War II. Analyzing
the treatment of the Shoah by five leading figures in Argentine, Brazilian, and
Chilean writing—Alberto Gerchunoff, Clarice Lispector, Jorge Luis Borges,
Gabriela Mistral, and Joao Guimaraes Rosa—Aizenberg illuminates how Latin
American intellectuals engaged with the horrific information that reached them
regarding the Holocaust, including the sympathy and collaboration of their own
governments with the Nazis.

Aizenberg emphasizes how—through fiction, journalism, and activism—these
five culture-makers opposed and fought fascism. At the same time, her readings
of individual texts confront shopworn clichés about Latin American writing and
literature, suggesting deeper and richer dimensions to many canonical works.
This interdisciplinary book fills critical gaps in both Holocaust and Latin
American studies, and will be of great interest to scholars and students in both
fields.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a valuable contribution to Latin American and Holocaust studies, and a useful, recommended
addition to Judaica collections in academic and high school libraries.” —Association of Jewish Libraries
Newsletter

Review
“Exciting, eye-opening . . . Edna Aizenberg’s book breaks new ground in the field of Jewish studies and fills
a void that many often discuss, but few have dared to undertake.” (Alejandro Meter, University of San
Diego)

“Casting new light on the views and attitudes of Latin American writers during the Nazi era, Aizenberg’s
work is a major contribution in correcting a distorted view of Latin America . . . and serves as a testimony to
the courage and moral values of these writers, a recognition they fully deserve.” (Malva E. Filer, Brooklyn
College)

About the Author
EDNA AIZENBERG is professor emeritus of Hispanic studies at Marymount Manhattan College in New
York. An internationally recognized scholar of Borges, she is the author of Books and Bombs in Buenos
Aires: Borges, Gerchunoff, and Argentine Jewish Writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

This On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture are usually reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this On the Edge of the Holocaust: The
Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah
in Latin American Literature and Culture giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Emma O\'Neill:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and



explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin
American Literature and Culture giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Danilo Ernest:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture this
e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of
you.

Jennifer Knott:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book On the Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture. You can
more attractive than now.
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