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Rocket States crosses the disciplines of Cold War Studies, American Literature,
American Studies and Cultural Studies. The particular attraction of this study lies
in the combination of its range?close textual and visual analysis of the
correlations between land and weaponry, set firmly within its political and
cultural contexts?with its unique analytical approach. The book offers a synthesis
between history, theories of technology, theories of space, popular culture,
literary study and military science. It illuminates a variety of literary texts from
key writers and thinkers such as Pynchon, Stephen King, Norman Mailer, and
Tom Wolfe, while also invoking figures like Nikola Tesla, James Webb, Batman
and Ronald Reagan. Organised topographically, according to how missile
technology manifests itself differently in particular locations, Rocket States's
geographical targets are Colorado, Kansas, Cape Canaveral and New York,
variously titled 'Excavation', 'Preservation', 'Evacuation' and 'Transmission'. It
advances through these states roughly chronologically, beginning in the late
1940s and early 1950s and coming to an end in the first part of the 21st century.

Collignon's argument is concerned with identifying the recurring figures and
fantasies of the Cold War: the dome or parabola as sheltering techno-form; the
fictions of total security adapting to constantly changing targeting strategies;
gadget love; closed, freezing worlds. As such, Rocket States analyses by what
processes the Cold War is frequently literalised in its weapons installations and
how these facilities, in turn, shape dreams of containment, survival, escape and
techno-supremacy.
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Rocket States crosses the disciplines of Cold War Studies, American Literature, American Studies and
Cultural Studies. The particular attraction of this study lies in the combination of its range?close textual and
visual analysis of the correlations between land and weaponry, set firmly within its political and cultural
contexts?with its unique analytical approach. The book offers a synthesis between history, theories of
technology, theories of space, popular culture, literary study and military science. It illuminates a variety of
literary texts from key writers and thinkers such as Pynchon, Stephen King, Norman Mailer, and Tom Wolfe,
while also invoking figures like Nikola Tesla, James Webb, Batman and Ronald Reagan. Organised
topographically, according to how missile technology manifests itself differently in particular locations,
Rocket States's geographical targets are Colorado, Kansas, Cape Canaveral and New York, variously titled
'Excavation', 'Preservation', 'Evacuation' and 'Transmission'. It advances through these states roughly
chronologically, beginning in the late 1940s and early 1950s and coming to an end in the first part of the 21st
century.

Collignon's argument is concerned with identifying the recurring figures and fantasies of the Cold War: the
dome or parabola as sheltering techno-form; the fictions of total security adapting to constantly changing
targeting strategies; gadget love; closed, freezing worlds. As such, Rocket States analyses by what processes
the Cold War is frequently literalised in its weapons installations and how these facilities, in turn, shape
dreams of containment, survival, escape and techno-supremacy.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] feat of solid scholarship ... and a rewarding read ... There are many ideas here that open new perspectives
and point at very interesting lines of scholarly research ... It is what lies beyond Rocket States, the trails that
start from its pages, which is absolutely relevant to any Pynchon scholar, making this book a must-read for
all of us. Orbit: Writing Around Pynchon Rocket States is a fascinating study of how cultural fantasy
shaped-and continues to shape-the U.S. security state. Fabienne Collignon reads the technological
infrastructure of the Cold War as the product of a national dream-work, deeply influenced by collective
desires and anxieties. With careful attention to military artifacts-from radar and weapons systems to rockets,
satellites, lasers, and information networks-she reveals the lines of force running through an impressive array
of narratives, theories, films, and cultural icons. The result is a compelling vision of the bizarre
psychodynamics of a deadly serious episode in U.S. history. Timothy Melley, Professor of English, Miami
University, USA, and author of The Covert Sphere: Secrecy, Fiction, and the National Security State
Compellingly written and hauntingly imagined, Rocket States maps Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow
onto the post-nuclear winter that slowly unfolds now across the traumatized cultural landscape of the twenty-
first century. Here, missile technologies in the empty deserts of the American mind are viewed as talisman of
the planet's actual disappearance into increasingly phantasmatic dream-states, accumulating violence, and
suicidal fantasies of mass exterminism. In effect, Rocket States is what happens when the death-drive wears
the mask of virulent technologies of nuclear warfare. Arthur Kroker, Canada Research Chair in Technology,
Culture and Theory, the University of Victoria, Canada, and author of Exits to the Posthuman Future

About the Author

Fabienne Collignon is Lecturer in Contemporary Literature at the University of Sheffield, UK. She has
published articles on American techno-culture and machine aesthetics in journals such as C-Theory,
Configurations, and Textual Practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Huff:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Rocket States: Atomic Weaponry and the
Cultural Imagination will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Julia Faulkner:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require



something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Rocket States: Atomic Weaponry and the
Cultural Imagination to read.

Lamar Santiago:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Rocket States: Atomic Weaponry and the
Cultural Imagination is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Thomas Ellis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Rocket States: Atomic Weaponry and the Cultural
Imagination as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Rocket States: Atomic Weaponry and the Cultural Imagination to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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