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The media are in crisis. Confronted by growing competition and sagging
advertising revenue, news operations in print, on radio and TV, and even online
are struggling to reinvent themselves. Many have gone under. For too many
others, the answer has been to lay off reporters, join conglomerates, and lean
more heavily on generic content. The result: in a world awash with information,
news organizations provide citizens with less and less in-depth reporting and a
narrowing range of viewpoints. If democracy requires an informed citizenry, this
trend spells trouble.

Julia Cagé explains the economics and history of the media crisis in Europe and
America, and she presents a bold solution. The answer, she says, is a new
business model: a nonprofit media organization, midway between a foundation
and a joint stock company. Cagé shows how this model would enable the media
to operate independent of outside shareholders, advertisers, and government,
relying instead on readers, employees, and innovative methods of financing,
including crowdfunding.

Cagé’s prototype is designed to offer new ways to share and transmit power. It
meets the challenges of the digital revolution and the realities of the twenty-first
century, inspired by a central idea: that news, like education, is a public good.
Saving the Media will be a key document in a debate whose stakes are nothing
less crucial than the vitality of democracy.
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The media are in crisis. Confronted by growing competition and sagging advertising revenue, news
operations in print, on radio and TV, and even online are struggling to reinvent themselves. Many have gone
under. For too many others, the answer has been to lay off reporters, join conglomerates, and lean more
heavily on generic content. The result: in a world awash with information, news organizations provide
citizens with less and less in-depth reporting and a narrowing range of viewpoints. If democracy requires an
informed citizenry, this trend spells trouble.

Julia Cagé explains the economics and history of the media crisis in Europe and America, and she presents a
bold solution. The answer, she says, is a new business model: a nonprofit media organization, midway
between a foundation and a joint stock company. Cagé shows how this model would enable the media to
operate independent of outside shareholders, advertisers, and government, relying instead on readers,
employees, and innovative methods of financing, including crowdfunding.

Cagé’s prototype is designed to offer new ways to share and transmit power. It meets the challenges of the
digital revolution and the realities of the twenty-first century, inspired by a central idea: that news, like
education, is a public good. Saving the Media will be a key document in a debate whose stakes are nothing
less crucial than the vitality of democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] lucid and succinct analysis…Saving the Media is an essential and timely contribution to a debate with
high stakes?democracy itself. (Vanessa Baird New Internationalist 2016-04-01)

Intelligent, daring, even revolutionary?these are the three adjectives that could describe this new book by
Julia Cagé. (L’Expansion)

For economist Julia Cagé, the crisis of the media is primarily a problem of funding. In this new book, she
imagines a participatory model that guarantees the freedom and independence of the press. (Libération)

In this concise, detailed, and very accessible book, Julia Cagé dissects the world of the media…to find a new
economic and democratic model in the digital age. (Le Républicain Lorrain)

Saving the Media provides an excellent portrayal of the economic challenges facing the news media,
newspapers in particular, and the implications these have on our democratic institutions. (Henry Milner,
University of Montreal)

Offers a thought-provoking, meticulously researched and persuasively argued intervention into the heart of
the contemporary media crisis. (Hans Rollman PopMatters 2016-05-02)

Saving the Media is an informative and lively read with a well-balanced mix of facts and statistics. (Gillian
Youngs Times Higher Education 2016-05-26)

About the Author
Julia Cagé is Assistant Professor in Economics at Sciences Po Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and
Democracy. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important some sort of book Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Douglas Gibson:

The book Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy can give more knowledge and also



the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a
book Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Goldstein:

Precisely why? Because this Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Hattie Robb:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding,
and Democracy or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Saving the Media: Capitalism, Crowdfunding, and Democracy to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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