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The Taisho period, loosely the first three decades of the twentieth century, was a
dynamic era in Japan. On one hand, it spawned social liberalism and political
radicalism; on the other, it generated the social conservatism and cultural
nativism that grew into the ultra-nationalism of 1937-1945.

In art, it produced an infatuation with Western modernism as well as a new
exploration of traditional aesthetics. Between these dramatic polarities was a rich
middle ground of cultural synthesis and symbiosis in which Western concepts of
modernity and nostalgia for Japanese tradition seamlessly merged or creatively
contrasted. These values are witnessed in the Art Deco style, particularly as it
infused Japanese art of Taisho.

Much of the debate over Japanese cultural identity centered on the appearance
and social role of women. The primary focus in this volume is the nexus of
tradition and modernity manifest in popular images of women, as well as in
domestic furnishings and fashions made for women.

In an introductory essay, historian Sharon Minichiello provides a broad context
for these issues by sketching major domestic and international events and themes
of the period. In his essay and catalogue entries, art historian Kendall Brown first
examines how women were at the center of the sociocultural debate on Japanese
modernity, then details how artists helped fashion various female types, including
the modern girl, the traditional beauty, and a new type of hybrid woman.

The nihonga paintings, woodblock prints, textiles, and domestic artifacts
discussed and illustrated here are a broad range of objects representative of
mainstream Taisho visual culture, and reconstruct the styles popular from 1915 to
1935 in a celebration of Taisho- Chic.
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The Taisho period, loosely the first three decades of the twentieth century, was a dynamic era in Japan. On
one hand, it spawned social liberalism and political radicalism; on the other, it generated the social
conservatism and cultural nativism that grew into the ultra-nationalism of 1937-1945.

In art, it produced an infatuation with Western modernism as well as a new exploration of traditional
aesthetics. Between these dramatic polarities was a rich middle ground of cultural synthesis and symbiosis in
which Western concepts of modernity and nostalgia for Japanese tradition seamlessly merged or creatively
contrasted. These values are witnessed in the Art Deco style, particularly as it infused Japanese art of Taisho.

Much of the debate over Japanese cultural identity centered on the appearance and social role of women. The
primary focus in this volume is the nexus of tradition and modernity manifest in popular images of women,
as well as in domestic furnishings and fashions made for women.

In an introductory essay, historian Sharon Minichiello provides a broad context for these issues by sketching
major domestic and international events and themes of the period. In his essay and catalogue entries, art
historian Kendall Brown first examines how women were at the center of the sociocultural debate on
Japanese modernity, then details how artists helped fashion various female types, including the modern girl,
the traditional beauty, and a new type of hybrid woman.

The nihonga paintings, woodblock prints, textiles, and domestic artifacts discussed and illustrated here are a
broad range of objects representative of mainstream Taisho visual culture, and reconstruct the styles popular
from 1915 to 1935 in a celebration of Taisho- Chic.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Taisho-, named for the reigning emperor of the time, was a short period from 1912 to 1926 that marked a
modernizing tendency in Japanese society. The scope of this book expands to cover the first 30 years of the
20th century to dovetail with the Art Deco and Art Moderne eras in the West. Primarily a catalog of a print
and painting exhibition at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, this book also covers some three-dimensional
objects and shows 12 kimonos of strikingly modern design. The prints and drawings are mostly sentimental
portraits of women and children that integrate Western perspective with traditional Japanese perspective.
Strongly influenced by Western advertising art, the prints and drawings are a powerful graphic record of the
changes that gave rise to the 20th-century "moga" (modern gal). Short historical and sociological essays by
scholars of Japanese art and politics accompany high-quality illustrations, making this book valuable to
readers interested in both Japanese art and history. For large public and academic libraries, especially those
with a focus on Asian art.
David McClelland, Philadelphia
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This fine publication analyzes art of early-20th-century Japan, the Taisho (1912-26), a period of tremendous
upheaval in Japanese society. Politics, economics, social structures, and military campaigns abroad all
confronted a resurgent nationalism while 20th-century influences from the West were felt throughout Japan.
This book examines artistic images of the period: paintings and prints, textiles and decorative art, and
songbooks emphasizing women. . . . Strongly recommended."?Choice

"Strongly influenced by Western advertising art, [these] prints and drawings are a powerful graphic record of
the changes that gave rise to the 20th-century 'moga' (modern gal). Short historical and sociological essays
by scholars of Japanese art and politics accompany high-quality illustrations, making this book valuable to
readers interested in both Japanese art and history."?Library Journal

About the Author
Kendall H. Brown teaches Asian art history at California State University, Long Beach. Sharon A.
Minichiello is professor of Japanese history and director of the Center for Japanese Studies at the University
of Hawai’i. The other contributors are Reiko M. Brandon, Patricia Salmon, Eriko Iijima, and Annie M. Van
Assche.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Taisho Chic:



Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco to read.

Carl White:

Here thing why this kind of Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and
Deco giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco in e-book can be your option.

Amanda Acuna:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Alicia Cain:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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