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In his Book of Marvels and Travels, Sir John Mandeville describes a journey
from Europe to Jerusalem and on into Asia, and the many wonderful and
monstrous peoples and practices in the East. Written in the fourteenth century,
the Book is a captivating blend of fact and fantasy, an extraordinary travel
narrative that offers some revealing and unexpected attitudes towards other races
and religions. It was immensely popular, and numbered among its readers
Chaucer, Columbus, and Thomas More. Here Mandeville tells us about the
Sultan in Cairo, the Great Khan in China, and the mythical Christian prince
Prester John. There are giants and pygmies, cannibals and Amazons, headless
humans and people with a single foot so huge it can shield them from the sun.
Forceful and opinionated, the narrator is by turns learned, playful, and
moralizing, with an endless curiosity about different cultures.

Anthony Bale provides a lively new translation along with an introduction that
considers questions of authorship and origins, the early travel narrative,
Crusading and religious difference, fantasy and the European Age of Discovery,
and Mandeville's pervasive popularity and influence. The book includes helpful
notes on historical context that provide insights into medieval culture and
attitudes. There are also three maps, an index of places and a general index, and a
note on medieval measurements.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Sultan in Cairo, the Great Khan in China, and the mythical Christian prince Prester John. There are giants
and pygmies, cannibals and Amazons, headless humans and people with a single foot so huge it can shield
them from the sun. Forceful and opinionated, the narrator is by turns learned, playful, and moralizing, with
an endless curiosity about different cultures.

Anthony Bale provides a lively new translation along with an introduction that considers questions of
authorship and origins, the early travel narrative, Crusading and religious difference, fantasy and the
European Age of Discovery, and Mandeville's pervasive popularity and influence. The book includes helpful
notes on historical context that provide insights into medieval culture and attitudes. There are also three
maps, an index of places and a general index, and a note on medieval measurements.
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Editorial Review

Review
Bale shows a lightness of touch in translation, which remains close to the syntax of the Middle English while
avoiding archaism Bale's introduction offers a pithy and elegant overview of current scholarship on the
nature of the text. --Kim M. Phillips, Studies in the Age of Chaucer

About the Author

Anthony Bale is Professor of Medieval Studies, Birkbeck College, London. He has published widely on
various medieval topics, including Anglo-Jewish history, the poetry of Chaucer and Lydgate, the cult of St
Edmund and fifteenth-century literature. His most recent book is Feeling Persecuted: Christians, Jews and
Images of Violence in the Middle Ages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Book of Marvels and Travels
(Oxford World's Classics), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Octavio Martin:

The Book of Marvels and Travels (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Book
of Marvels and Travels (Oxford World's Classics) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

James Haney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Book of Marvels and Travels (Oxford
World's Classics) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas



and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Book of Marvels and
Travels (Oxford World's Classics) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Janet Thaxton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Book of Marvels and Travels (Oxford World's Classics) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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