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This book focuses on the importance of ideological and institutional factors in the
rapid development of the British economy during the years between the Glorious
Revolution and the Crystal Palace Exhibition. Joel Mokyr shows that we cannot
understand the Industrial Revolution without recognizing the importance of the
intellectual sea changes of Britain’s Age of Enlightenment.
 
In a vigorous discussion, Mokyr goes beyond the standard explanations that
credit  geographical factors, the role of markets, politics, and society to show that
the beginnings of modern economic growth in Britain depended a great deal on
what key players knew and believed, and how those beliefs affected their
economic behavior. He argues that Britain led the rest of Europe into the
Industrial Revolution because it was there that the optimal intersection of ideas,
culture, institutions, and technology existed to make rapid economic growth
achievable. His wide-ranging evidence covers sectors of the British economy
often neglected, such as the service industries.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Mokyr’s book is a splendid achievement.”--Edward Glaeser, The New Republic

(Edward Glaeser The New Republic)

“It is impossible to do justice to the subtlety and detail of "The Enlightened Economy"; it is the product of a
lifetime of research and thought, and stands as a landmark work of history...its perceptive examination of the
birth of economic prosperity holds many arresting insights for our fraught economic times” –Trevor
Butterworth, Wall Street Journal

(Trevor Butterworth The Wall Street Journal 2010-07-30)

"This book is beautifully executed from beginning to end. . . . This study of British industrialization is certain
to be a classic text for generations to come."—Margaret Schabas, American Historical Review
(Margaret Schabas American Historical Review)

About the Author

Joel Mokyr is Robert H. Strotz Professor of Arts and Sciences and professor of economics and history,
Northwestern University, and Sackler Professor at the Eitan Berglas School of Economics, Tel Aviv
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Talbot:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Enlightened Economy: An
Economic History of Britain 1700-1850 (The New Economic History of Britain Series), you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

James Johnson:

Why? Because this The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain 1700-1850 (The New
Economic History of Britain Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to



snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Enlightened Economy: An Economic
History of Britain 1700-1850 (The New Economic History of Britain Series) e-book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain 1700-
1850 (The New Economic History of Britain Series) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

James Snider:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain 1700-1850 (The New
Economic History of Britain Series) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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