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The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance examines the response of
American leftist writers of the 1930s to the rise of mass culture, and to the
continued propagation of the values of consumerism during the Depression. Rita
Barnard traces in the work of Kenneth Fearing and Nathanael West theoretical
positions associated with the Frankfurt School (especially Walter Benjamin) and
with contemporary theorists of postmodernism. As well as probing the
relationship between literature and mass culture, the book offers a new reading of
two of the most unjustifiably neglected literary figures of the 1930s.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Barnard's analysis helps explain why writers such as Benjamin and West should reappear now as significant
figures for another generation of intellectuals. The mark of a good critic is that she makes you want to go
directly to the text. Barnard reminded me of what a great poet Fearing was as she seconded my return trip to
West; I expect this study to spark a Fearing revival....Like the shock of finishing a plate of potato salad to
find Salamina's hairy legs sprouting from the prairie, these 1930s writings draw Marxist critiques of
commodity fetishism from the very icons of capitalist consumption. And make you ask fir seconds. So does
Rita Barnard." Paula Rabinowitz, Novel

"Rita Barnard's The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance offers a rich and insightful study of the
Depression as seen through the work of two of its most important, albeit insufficiently recognized, cultural
observers: Kenneth Fearing and Nathanael West." American Literature

"This book will force scholars to rethink the meaning of mass culture in the Depression years....Barnard
takes a fresh approach....This is a brilliant book." Robbie Lieberman, AmericanHistorical Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Often the book The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael West, and
Mass Culture in the 1930s (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Mary Conley:

The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael West, and Mass Culture in
the 1930s (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Great Depression and the
Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael West, and Mass Culture in the 1930s (Cambridge
Studies in American Literature and Culture) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial considering.



Catherine Mejia:

This The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael West, and Mass
Culture in the 1930s (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael West,
and Mass Culture in the 1930s (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Charles Branch:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Great Depression and the Culture of Abundance: Kenneth Fearing, Nathanael
West, and Mass Culture in the 1930s (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) offer you a
new experience in studying a book.
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