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Compared with that of humans, the life of the marionette looks more like an
enviable state of freedom

In his brilliantly enjoyable and freewheeling new book, John Gray draws together
the religious, philosophic, and fantastical traditions that question the very idea of
human freedom. We flatter ourselves about the nature of free will and yet the
most enormous forces logical, physical, metaphysical constrain our every action.
Many writers and intellectual s have always understood this, but instead of
embracing our condition we battle against it, with everyone from world
conquerors to modern scientists dreaming of a"human dominion" almost
comically at odds with our true state.

Filled with wonderful examples and drawing on the widest possible reading
(from the Gnostics to Philip K. Dick), "The Soul of the Marionette” isa
stimulating and engaging meditation on everything from cybernetics to the
fairground marionettes of thetitle."
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Compared with that of humans, the life of the marionette looks more like an enviable state of freedom

In his brilliantly enjoyable and freewheeling new book, John Gray draws together the religious, philosophic,
and fantastical traditions that question the very idea of human freedom. We flatter ourselves about the nature
of free will and yet the most enormous forces logical, physical, metaphysical constrain our every action.
Many writers and intellectuals have always understood this, but instead of embracing our condition we battle
against it, with everyone from world conquerors to modern scientists dreaming of a"human dominion”
amost comically at odds with our true state.

Filled with wonderful examples and drawing on the widest possible reading (from the Gnostics to Philip K.
Dick), "The Soul of the Marionette" is a stimulating and engaging meditation on everything from cybernetics
to the fairground marionettes of the title."
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Editorial Review
Review

“[The Soul of the Marionette] is pervaded by the signature skepticism of its author, a British philosopher.
Trapped in bodies, burdened by mortality, and ‘ cursed with self-reflective thought,” we are limited in our
freedom. Gray dismisses modern rationalism, with its faith in human progress, as a kind of Gnosticism made
from *scraps of decayed Christianity,” whose central myth isthat knowledge will set us free. Spirited tours
through the lives and work of various artists add texture to his provocative arguments.” ?The New Yor ker

“Illusion-piercing sobriety.” ?Booklist (starred review)
“[A]n intelligently written, thought-provoking book.” ?Publishers Weekly

“Gray connects the dots among science fiction (including that of Stanislaw Lem), Borges, the human-
sacrificing Aztecs, global warming, and the loss of privacy (and freedom) that the cyberrevolution has
wrought, challenging readers to make some leaps of logic and come to counterintuitive conclusions.”
?Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

John Gray isthe author of many critically acclaimed books, including Straw Dogs and Al Qaeda and What
It Means to Be Modern. A regular contributor to The New York Review of Books, he is a professor of
European thought at the London School of Economics.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
GretaHarty:

Typically the book The Soul of the Marionette: A Short Inquiry into Human Freedom has alot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Albertha Lemons:

This The Soul of the Marionette: A Short Inquiry into Human Freedom is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Soul of the Marionette: A Short Inquiry into Human Freedom in your hand like getting the
world inyour arm, datain it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten



or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Drew Dube:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Soul of the
Marionette: A Short Inquiry into Human Freedom which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let'sview.

Diana Johnson:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the booksin
the top record in your reading list is usually The Soul of the Marionette: A Short Inquiry into Human
Freedom. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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