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Alchemy was a subject of no small controversy in the Middle Ages. To some
scholastics, alchemy seemed to arrogate the power of divinity itself in its claim
that man could replicate the products of nature by means of art; others viewed
alchemy as a pure technology, unworthy of inclusion in a curriculum devoted to
the study of "scientiae," The "Summa perfectionis" of Pseudo-Geber, written
around the end of the 13th century as a defense of the art, became 'the Bible of
the medieval alchemists, 'and was still being used as late as the 17th century. The
present work contains a critical edition, annotated translation, and commentary of
the "Summa,"
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Editorial Review

Review
'"...verdienstvollen Ausgabe..."' H.M.S., "Deutsches Archiv fur Enforschung des Mittelalters", 1993. '"Von
grossem Wert fur ein breiteres Publikum ist seine beigegebene englische Ubersetzung mit Kommentar, der
viele Belege enthalt... William R. Newman hat die Geber-Forschung entschieden voranbringen und...durch
extensiven Textvergleich viel bislang Ungereimtes zurechtrucken konnen."' Bernhard Dietrich Haage,
"Mediaevistik", 1993

Language Notes
Text: English, Latin (translation)
Original Language: Latin

About the Author
William R. Newman, Ph.D. (1986) in the History of Science, Harvard University, is Head Tutor, Department
of the History of Science, Harvard University. His publications include various articles in international
journals on Pseudo-Geber, the "Summa Perfectionis" and on late medieval alchemy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

The book The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study
(Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Summa
Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study (Supplements to Vigiliae
Christianae)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-
Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study (Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lanita Hill:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical
Edition, Translation, and Study (Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae) ended up being making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study
(Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make



relationship using the book The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and
Study (Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Kirk Thomas:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a book.
The book The Summa Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study
(Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Jose Rivera:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Summa
Perfectionis of Pseudo-Geber: A Critical Edition, Translation, and Study (Supplements to Vigiliae
Christianae) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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