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This volume provides a new perspective on the emergence of the modern study
of antiquity, Altertumswissenschaft, in eighteenth-century Germany through an
exploration of debates that arose over the work of the art historian Johann
Joachim Winckelmann between his death in 1768 and the end of the century.

Winckelmann's eloquent articulation of the cultural and aesthetic value of
studying the ancient Greeks, his adumbration of a new method for studying
ancient artworks, and his provision of a model of cultural-historical development
in terms of a succession of period styles, influenced both the public and intra-
disciplinary self-image of classics long into the twentieth century. Yet this area
of Winckelmann's Nachleben has received relatively little attention compared
with the proliferation of studies concerning his importance for late eighteenth-
century German art and literature, for historians of sexuality, and his traditional
status as a 'founder figure' within the academic disciplines of classical
archaeology and the history of art. Harloe restores the figure of Winckelmann to
classicists' understanding of the history of their own discipline and uses debates
between important figures, such as Christian Gottlob Heyne, Friedrich August
Wolf, and Johann Gottfried Herder, to cast fresh light upon the emergence of the
modern paradigm of classics as Altertumswissenschaft: the multi-disciplinary,
comprehensive, and historicizing study of the ancient world.
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This volume provides a new perspective on the emergence of the modern study of antiquity,
Altertumswissenschaft, in eighteenth-century Germany through an exploration of debates that arose over the
work of the art historian Johann Joachim Winckelmann between his death in 1768 and the end of the century.

Winckelmann's eloquent articulation of the cultural and aesthetic value of studying the ancient Greeks, his
adumbration of a new method for studying ancient artworks, and his provision of a model of cultural-
historical development in terms of a succession of period styles, influenced both the public and intra-
disciplinary self-image of classics long into the twentieth century. Yet this area of Winckelmann's Nachleben
has received relatively little attention compared with the proliferation of studies concerning his importance
for late eighteenth-century German art and literature, for historians of sexuality, and his traditional status as a
'founder figure' within the academic disciplines of classical archaeology and the history of art. Harloe
restores the figure of Winckelmann to classicists' understanding of the history of their own discipline and
uses debates between important figures, such as Christian Gottlob Heyne, Friedrich August Wolf, and
Johann Gottfried Herder, to cast fresh light upon the emergence of the modern paradigm of classics as
Altertumswissenschaft: the multi-disciplinary, comprehensive, and historicizing study of the ancient world.
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Editorial Review

Review
This learned book is well worth reading and pondering. It examines one of the central figures in the
transition from eighteenth century antiquarianism to nineteenth century Altertumswissenschaft: Johann
Joachim Winckelmann. Bernie Frischer, The Classical Journal meticulously researched ... This is a book of
considerable learning. Michael Squire, British Journal of Aesthetics We are accordingly indebted to Harloe's
well-informed book for many new insights on the early reception of Winckelmann in Germany. H. B. Nisbet,
German Quarterly

About the Author

Katherine Harloe is a Lecturer in Classics at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity:
Aesthetics and History in the Age of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences).

Charles Dame:

This Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age of
Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and
History in the Age of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) can be one of several great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might
be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Winckelmann and the Invention of
Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.



Tiara Garcia:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in
the Age of Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Terra Runyan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity: Aesthetics and History in the Age of
Altertumswissenschaft (Classical Presences) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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