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What determines the price of a pop concert or an opera? Why does Hollywood
dominate the film industry? Does illegal downloading damage the record
industry? Does free entry to museums bring in more visitors? In A Textbook of
Cultural Economics, first published in 2010, one of the world's leading cultural
economists shows how we can use the theories and methods of economics to
answer these and a host of other questions concerning the arts (performing arts,
visual arts and literature), heritage (museums and built heritage) and creative
industries (the music, publishing and film industries, broadcasting). Using
international examples and covering the most up-to-date research, the book does
not assume a prior knowledge of economics. It is ideally suited for students
taking a course on the economics of the arts as part of an arts administration,
business, management, or economics degree.
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What determines the price of a pop concert or an opera? Why does Hollywood dominate the film industry?
Does illegal downloading damage the record industry? Does free entry to museums bring in more visitors? In
A Textbook of Cultural Economics, first published in 2010, one of the world's leading cultural economists
shows how we can use the theories and methods of economics to answer these and a host of other questions
concerning the arts (performing arts, visual arts and literature), heritage (museums and built heritage) and
creative industries (the music, publishing and film industries, broadcasting). Using international examples
and covering the most up-to-date research, the book does not assume a prior knowledge of economics. It is
ideally suited for students taking a course on the economics of the arts as part of an arts administration,
business, management, or economics degree.
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Editorial Review

Review
'There is no one more knowledgeable about the economics of the arts than the author of this book. Well and
clearly written, it spans the economic literature, offering the reader understanding of the insights that
economic research provides on this topic. It reports what has been learned about the prospects and problems
that face this activity, which is so important for civilized society.' William J. Baumol, New York University

'One is bound to have high expectations of anything written by Ruth Towse about cultural economics.
Readers of her latest work will certainly not be disappointed. It is the most complete introduction to the
subject ever produced. It covers description of the economic organisation of the arts with graphic examples
ranging from the one-person business of the individual artist to giant enterprises such as the British Museum.
The economic analysis is of a high order and will survive the critical scrutiny of the economic theorist and
yet will also be accessible to those interested but not schooled in economic thinking. The discussion of
policies towards the arts is particularly valuable, notably in respect of important controversies surrounding
the place of the creative arts and copyright provision in government programmes.' Sir Alan Peacock, Heriot-
Watt University and Fellow of the British Academy

'Ruth Towse's name is one of the most widely known in cultural economics. Her many published
contributions to the economics of the arts make her an ideal person to write a comprehensive textbook in this
field. This book will not only be required reading for introductory courses in art economics, but will also
provide an ideal overview for the non-specialist reader interested in finding out how economists think about
the arts.' David Throsby, Macquarie University

'A renowned cultural economist, Towse aims to employ theories and methods of economics to answer issues
as diverse as fees for museum entrance and illegal downloading of music ... She uses international examples
and up-to-date research and does not assume a prior knowledge of economics.' The Times Higher Education
Supplement

'Towse's broad knowledge of the field is reflected in the book, which covers a tremendous amount of ground
in its [pages] ... It is a very good reference work, providing an excellent window into the state of research on
cultural economics ... and I am happy to have it available.' Julia F. Lowell, Journal of Cultural Economics

About the Author
Ruth Towse is Professor of Economics of Creative Industries at Bournemouth University and Professor
Emerita at Erasmus Univeristy, Rotterdam. Professor Towse is one of the world's leading cultural economists
and has taught in universities in the UK, the Netherlands, Italy and Thailand. She was Joint Editor of the
Journal of Cultural Economics from 1993 to 2002 and President of the Association for Cultural Economics
International from 2006 to 2008. She is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sellers:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give



you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular A Textbook of Cultural Economics
is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Lee:

A Textbook of Cultural Economics can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing A Textbook of Cultural Economics but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

Elizabeth Easterling:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A Textbook of Cultural Economics can make you sense more interested to read.

Catharine Rosol:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update
concerning something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of
them are these claims A Textbook of Cultural Economics.
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