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"In the elegant capital city of Warsaw, the editor Mieczyslaw Grydzewski would
come with his two dachshunds to a café called Ziemianska." Thus begins the
history of a generation of Polish literati born at the fin de siècle. They sat in Café
Ziemianska and believed that the world moved on what they said there. Caviar
and Ashes tells the story of the young avant-gardists of the early 1920s who
became the radical Marxists of the late 1920s. They made the choice for Marxism
before Stalinism, before socialist realism, before Marxism meant the imposition
of Soviet communism in Poland. It ended tragically.
Marci Shore begins with this generation’s coming of age after the First World
War and narrates a half-century-long journey through futurist manifestos and
proletarian poetry, Stalinist terror and Nazi genocide, a journey from the literary
cafés to the cells of prisons and the corridors of power. Using newly available
archival materials from Poland and Russia, as well as from Ukraine and Israel,
Shore explores what it meant to live Marxism as a European, an East European,
and a Jewish intellectual in the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book is utterly original, and its scholarship—and I don’t use this word lightly—is breathtaking. Shore
has produced a penetrating study of a host of the twentieth century’s most perplexing issues.”—Jan T. Gross,
Princeton University
 

(Jan T. Gross 1)

“Shore chronicles the collective journey of a group of brilliant and endlessly dedicated intellectuals through
one of the worst hells, both physical and spiritual, of the century just ended. There is scarcely any study I can
think of in any language to compare to this one.”—Michael Steinlauf, Gratz College
 

(Michael Steinlauf 2)

“A marvelous example of intellectual history at its best, this book captures the moral and political dilemmas
of a generation of brilliant writers who experienced communism first as a dream, then as a nightmare. A
superb addition to the ever disturbing literature on the ‘God that failed.’”—Vladimir Tismaneanu, author of
Stalinism for All Seasons: A Political History of Romanian Communism
 

(Vladimir Tismaneanu 3)

"Marci Shore's account of the founding generation of Polish intellectual Communists reaches far beyond its
subject. In its deeply engaged narrative of the lives and illusions of the twentieth-century Polish avant-garde,
Caviar and Ashes recovers a fascinating, talented community of men, women and ideas now rapidly receding
beyond memory. Professor Shore's history of Polish Marxists is not just an impressive work of historical
scholarship; it is a moving elegy to a turbulent century and a forgotten world."—Tony Judt, author of
Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945

(Tony Judt)

About the Author

Marci Shore is assistant professor of history at Yale University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Paris:

The book Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968? Some of you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw
Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968 has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Scott Foust:

This book untitled Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968 to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it
by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from
your list.

Joseph Alderete:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968.

Patrica Fussell:

This Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968 is great reserve for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-
1968 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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