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Is America an empire? Certainly not, according to our government. Despite the
conquest of two sovereign states in as many years, despite the presence of more
than 750 military installations in two thirds of the world’s countries and despite
his stated intention "to extend the benefits of freedom...to every corner of the
world," George W. Bush maintains that "America has never been an empire."
"We don’t seek empires," insists Defense Secretary Rumsfeld. "We’re not
imperialistic."

Nonsense, says Niall Ferguson. In Colossus he argues that in both military and
economic terms America is nothing less than the most powerful empire the world
has ever seen. Just like the British Empire a century ago, the United States
aspires to globalize free markets, the rule of law, and representative government.
In theory it’s a good project, says Ferguson. Yet Americans shy away from the
long-term commitments of manpower and money that are indispensable if rogue
regimes and failed states really are to be changed for the better. Ours, he argues,
is an empire with an attention deficit disorder, imposing ever more unrealistic
timescales on its overseas interventions. Worse, it’s an empire in denial—a
hyperpower that simply refuses to admit the scale of its global responsibilities.
And the negative consequences will be felt at home as well as abroad. In an
alarmingly persuasive final chapter Ferguson warns that this chronic myopia also
applies to our domestic responsibilities. When overstretch comes, he warns, it
will come from within—and it will reveal that more than just the feet of the
American colossus is made of clay.
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states in as many years, despite the presence of more than 750 military installations in two thirds of the
world’s countries and despite his stated intention "to extend the benefits of freedom...to every corner of the
world," George W. Bush maintains that "America has never been an empire." "We don’t seek empires,"
insists Defense Secretary Rumsfeld. "We’re not imperialistic."

Nonsense, says Niall Ferguson. In Colossus he argues that in both military and economic terms America is
nothing less than the most powerful empire the world has ever seen. Just like the British Empire a century
ago, the United States aspires to globalize free markets, the rule of law, and representative government. In
theory it’s a good project, says Ferguson. Yet Americans shy away from the long-term commitments of
manpower and money that are indispensable if rogue regimes and failed states really are to be changed for
the better. Ours, he argues, is an empire with an attention deficit disorder, imposing ever more unrealistic
timescales on its overseas interventions. Worse, it’s an empire in denial—a hyperpower that simply refuses
to admit the scale of its global responsibilities. And the negative consequences will be felt at home as well as
abroad. In an alarmingly persuasive final chapter Ferguson warns that this chronic myopia also applies to our
domestic responsibilities. When overstretch comes, he warns, it will come from within—and it will reveal
that more than just the feet of the American colossus is made of clay.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"The United States today is an empire—but a peculiar kind of empire," writes Niall Ferguson. Despite
overwhelming military, economic, and cultural dominance, America has had a difficult time imposing its
will on other nations, mostly because the country is uncomfortable with imperialism and thus unable to use
this power most effectively and decisively. The origin of this attitude and its persistence is a principal theme
of this thought-provoking book, including how domestic politics affects foreign policy, whether it is
politicians worried about the next election or citizens who "like Social Security more than national security."
Ferguson, a British historian, has no objection to an American empire, as long as it is a liberal one actively
underwriting the free exchange of goods, labor, and capital. Further, he writes that "empire is more necessary
in the twenty-first century than ever before" as a means to "contain epidemics, depose tyrants, end local wars
and eradicate terrorist organizations." The sooner America embraces this role and acts on it confidently, the
better. Ferguson contrasts this persistent anti-imperialistic urge with the attitude held by the British Empire
and suggests that America has much to learn from that model if it is to achieve its stated foreign policy
objectives of spreading social freedom, democracy, development, and the free market to the world. He
suggests that the U.S. must be willing to send money, civilians, and troops for a sustained period of time to
troubled spots if there is to be real change—as in Japan and Germany after World War II--an idea that many
American citizens and leaders now find repulsive. Rather than devoting limited resources and striving to get
complex jobs done in a rush, Americans must be willing to integrate themselves into a foreign culture until a
full Americanization has occurred, he writes. Overall, a trenchant examination of a uniquely American
dilemma and its implications for the rest of the world. --Shawn Carkonen

From Publishers Weekly
Criticism of the U.S. government's imperialist tendencies has become nearly ubiquitous since the invasion of
Iraq began nearly a year ago, but Ferguson would like America to embrace its imperial character. Just as in
his previous book, Empire, he argued that the British Empire had done much good, he now suggests that
"many parts of the world would benefit from a period of American rule," as stability and a lack of corruption
that could be brought by liberal imperial government would result in capital investment and growth.
Similarly, he says, the British Empire acted as "an engine for the integration of international capital
markets." The problems nations like India faced after the British left, he continues, could have been
ameliorated if the colonization had been more comprehensive, more securely establishing the types of
institutions that foster long-term prosperity. The primary shortcoming of America's approach to empire,
Ferguson believes, is that it prefers in-and-out military flourishes to staying in for the long haul. His criticism
of Americans as a people who "like social security more than they like national security" and refuse to
confront impending economic disaster are withering, but he also has sharp comments for those who imagine
a unified Europe rising up to confront America and for the way France tried to block the Iraqi invasion. The
erudite and often statistical argument has occasional flashes of wit and may compel liberals to rethink their
opposition to intervention, even as it castigates conservatives for their lackluster commitment to nation
building.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Ferguson believes that empires are inherently good things. Colossus offers a provocative diatribe against
America’s underutilized power, self-absorption, and refusal to embrace a crucial global role. In the process,
he analyzes the interaction between domestic and foreign policy, the roots of empires, the fit between

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


globalization and imperialism, and America’s many challenges, including funding the war on terror.
Generally, Ferguson is balanced, readable, informative—and didactic. Critics mostly disagree about the
thesis. Some buy it; others, like The Washington Post, question Ferguson’s constant comparisons to a
romanticized British Empire. Still, Colossus will get you thinking about American expansion, responsibility,
and yes, perhaps even your future colonial palace in … North Korea?

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Colossus: The Rise and Fall
of the American Empire. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

David Hester:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Colossus: The Rise and
Fall of the American Empire book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Nancy Jackson:

The guide untitled Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Jesus Allgood:

This Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you



straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Colossus:
The Rise and Fall of the American Empire in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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