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An award-winning journalist uses landmark research to debunk the whole
expert prediction industry, and explores the psychology of our obsession
with future history.

In 2008, experts predicted gas would hit $20 a gallon; it peaked at $4.10. In
1967, they said the USSR would be the world's fastest-growing economy by
2000; by 2000, the USSR no longer existed. In 1908, it was pronounced that
there would be no more wars in Europe; we all know how that turned out. Face it,
experts are about as accurate as dart- throwing monkeys. And yet every day we
ask them to predict the future- everything from the weather to the likelihood of a
terrorist attack. Future Babble is the first book to examine this phenomenon,
showing why our brains yearn for certainty about the future, why we are attracted
to those who predict it confidently, and why it's so easy for us to ignore the trail
of outrageously wrong forecasts.

In this fast-paced, example-packed, sometimes darkly hilarious book, journalist
Dan Gardner shows how seminal research by UC Berkeley professor Philip
Tetlock proved that the more famous a pundit is, the more likely he is to be right
about as often as a stopped watch. Gardner also draws on current research in
cognitive psychology, political science, and behavioral economics to discover
something quite reassuring: The future is always uncertain, but the end is not
always near.
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be the world's fastest-growing economy by 2000; by 2000, the USSR no longer existed. In 1908, it was
pronounced that there would be no more wars in Europe; we all know how that turned out. Face it, experts
are about as accurate as dart- throwing monkeys. And yet every day we ask them to predict the future-
everything from the weather to the likelihood of a terrorist attack. Future Babble is the first book to examine
this phenomenon, showing why our brains yearn for certainty about the future, why we are attracted to those
who predict it confidently, and why it's so easy for us to ignore the trail of outrageously wrong forecasts.

In this fast-paced, example-packed, sometimes darkly hilarious book, journalist Dan Gardner shows how
seminal research by UC Berkeley professor Philip Tetlock proved that the more famous a pundit is, the more
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gardner, a columnist and senior writer for the Ottawa Citizen (The Science of Fear), examines the misguided
trust people place in media forecasters and "legions of experts" who make meaningless predictions about the
future. He reviews the findings of psychologist Philip Tetlock, who had 284 experts from a range of
disciplines make 27,450 predictions on political and economic trends, concluding they produced about the
same results as random guesses. Biologist Paul Erhlich is one of his main targets. In 1968's The Population
Bomb, Ehrlich predicted mass famines. In fact, Gardner points to America's "epidemic of obesity" and
growing calorie intake worldwide. Gardner also probes economic and environmental worries, and warnings
of wars, climate change, the Y2K hysteria, and the weather, which he says can be forecast with accuracy
only at most two days out. Successful predictions are celebrated, Gardner says, while the wrong ones are
forgotten. Yet he might have done well to remember more of those accurate predictions, and to focus more
on Tetlock's conclusions about those experts who show greater accuracy and on how the public might
recognize them. Instead, he writes off accurate predictions as "likely... a coincidence." (Mar. 17)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
We humans have an apparently insatiable appetite for predictions about the future, but the ?experts? to whom
we turn for predictions often do an exceedingly poor job of forecasting. Why? Drawing upon the research of
psychologist Philip Tetlock, whose 20-year study of expert predictions suggested that experts were about as
accurate in predicting the future as dart-throwing monkeys, as well as insights from cognitive science,
Ottawa journalist Gardner argues that the problem is not lousy experts so much as our deeply rooted human
need for certainty. Wanting definite, unqualified answers about the future, we encourage experts to make
bold, unconditional predictions that often turn out to be wrong; but we are quick to forgive and forget.
(Recall, for example, the many predictioneers who forecast clear economic sailing through the fall of 2008).
Like his earlier work, in which Gardner also explored the challenge of dealing with uncertainty (The Science
of Fear, 2009), this selection urges (and demonstrates) a calm, rational perspective; a healthy skepticism; and
an effort to make peace with life?s uncertainties. --Brendan Driscoll

Review
"Future Babble is genuinely arresting...required reading for journalists, politicians, academics and anyone
who listens to them." Steven Pinker "In this brilliant and engaging book, Dan Gardner shows us how tough
forecasting really is, and how easy it is to be convinced otherwise by a confident expert with a good story.
This is must reading for anyone who cares about the future." Paul Slovic, Professor of Psychology,
University of Oregon "Well-researched, well-reasoned, and engagingly written." John Mueller, author of
Overblown and Political Scientist, Ohio State University "A rare mix of superb scholarship and zesty prose."
Philip Tetlock, author of Expert Political Judgement and Mitchell Professor of Organizational Behavior,
Hass School of Business, University of California "It is a tour de force, absolutely outstanding" Matt Ridley

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Quincy Eddy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and Foxes Know Best.
Try to face the book Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and Foxes Know Best as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jan Doyle:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and
Foxes Know Best as the daily resource information.

Eduardo Ford:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and Foxes Know Best the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and
Foxes Know Best giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Michael Santiago:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and Foxes
Know Best or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Future Babble: Why Pundits Are Hedgehogs and Foxes Know Best to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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