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Ultimate truth. The destiny of souls. The individual heart. Can Krishna and
Jesus agree on anything?

Thisiswhat Subramaniam, areal-life Hindu of the twentieth century, wonders as
he enters afictitious conversation between two religious figures who have
changed the lives of millions. As Jesus and Krishnarespond to each other’s view
of life and the afterlife, they speak words straight from the texts of Christianity
and Hinduism and straight into the soul.

Subramaniam asks Jesus and Krishna hard questions about faith. Meanwhile, a
fictional character, Richard, eavesdrops, asking himself the most important
question of all:

Doesit really matter what | believe?

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bornin India, Ravi Zacharias earned a master of divinity degree at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
before he began an international speaking ministry as arecognized authority on comparative religions, cults,
and philosophy. Zacharias holds three doctoral degrees and is the author of numerous award-winning books,
including Can Man Live without God? He also hosts aweekly international radio program called Let My
People Think. Zacharias lives with his wife, Margaret, in Atlanta. They have three grown children.

From the Hardcover edition.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Krishnaisrevered by millions of people worldwide, and writing on any figure honored that greatly is
difficult.

But | am doing so because the one notion that all religions subscribe to (either explicitly or implicitly) isthe
notion of exclusive truth. Populists like to deny that premise, but all religions either make this claim or try to
covertly smuggleitin.

The question, therefore, is not whether one enjoys a discussion like the one that follows in this book but
whether the arguments are fairly presented. That is much harder to do, especially where length islimited. |
have, therefore, selected to write about what | consider to be the greatest differences between Jesus and
Krishna.

As aways, putting words into the mouths of historic figuresis a chalenge. | have done my best to take ideas
straight from what has already been quoted in each faith’s sacred texts and put them into context here.

Hinduism isacomplex belief system. At times the following conversation will become quite philosophical
and intricate. Please be patient as we work through these areas of belief so that the truth and beauty of
Christ’s gospel isfairly presented against the backdrop of Hinduism’'s complexity. To present either of these
beliefs as simple isto not understand them fully.

Aswith the other books in this series, | have introduced a third personality who can raise questions
legitimately, since any known conversations between Jesus and Krishna do not exist. Subramaniam was a
real person. Born aHindu in the early part of the twentieth century, hisis one of the most remarkable stories
| have ever read. He challenged the religion of his birth and faced immense persecution for his actions, being
ostracized and finally fleeing from his hometown to avoid death.

Incidentally, | have always marveled that so many religions exact this kind of revenge against dissenters. It
only weakens the appeal of their own faith and contradicts any claims they might have made that “all
religions are basically the same.” If al religions are indeed the same, why not |et someone be "converted” to
another religion?

| also marvel at the fury sometimes evident in those who attack others for examining and questioning their
own worldview. If the repercussions of converting weren’t so serious, it would aimost be comical to see the



animosity of the responses. But what this revenge demonstrates so strongly is an inbuilt belief that
conversion iswrong. And why is conversion so forbidden?

It circles back again to the one notion that all religions subscribe to—the notion of exclusive truth. | have
also introduced afourth character, Richard, afictional traveler to Indiawho converses with Subramaniam on
the road to Mathura and later eavesdrops on the conversation between Jesus, Krishna, and Subramaniam.

Richard does not lean heavily behind the curtain, as Subramaniam does, but it is my hope that he will
someday—as it ismy hope that al people who seek spiritual truth will. Another factor is at stake in the
following discussion: it is easy to take the weakest aspect of aworldview and exploit it. But that is not what |
wish to do. When one encounters expressions of belief that are openly affirmed and followed, even when
they seem bizarre, one must ask the hardest questions. One must examine the stronger

aspects of any worldview aswell.

At base, one of my consistent premises throughout this series is that the popular aphorism “All religions are
fundamentally the same and only superficially different” simply is not true. It is more correct to say that all
religions are, at best, superficially similar but fundamentally different.

In the pagesto come, | hope that the vast differences between Christianity and Hinduism will become very
evident in thisimaginary dialogue. Yet it isimportant to remember that, as different as these faiths are, we
must learn to accept those differences peaceably. Still, let us not be so mindless as to think that Christianity
and Hinduism are saying the same thing and that, in the end, the differences do not really matter. Both claim
to be true and legitimate. This rationally implies, then, that it does matter what you believe. That is what this
imaginary dialogue is about.

—Ravi Zacharias

From the Hardcover edition.

From AudioFile

Simon Vance's effortless-sounding narration of afictional chat between Jesus and Krishnais helped along by
areal-life Hindu of the twentieth century, Subramaniam, who asks hard questions about Hinduism and
Christianity. The author's premise is that both religions contain exclusive claims to truth. Vance interprets
the author's work with delicate authenticity and reveals a basic difference between the two faiths: Hindus
believe in reincarnation while Christians believe in the resurrection. Vance's crisp, clear presentation
provides three benefits for listeners: an appreciation of the distinctive aspects of Christianity and Hinduism,
excellent examples of how to dialogue on sensitive issues, and help for seekers on "finding one'sway." This
well-done teaching audio is a creative way for Christians to learn about Hinduism. G.D.W. © AudioFile
2009, Portland, Maine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ismael Black:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled New Birth
or Rebirth?: Jesus Talks with Krishna (Great Conversations)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. You
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realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Fern Rodriquez:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Closeto
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book New Birth or Rebirth?: Jesus Talks with Krishna
(Great Conversations) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Cynthia Necaise:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This New Birth or Rebirth?: Jesus Talks
with Krishna (Great Conversations) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It
ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Todd Lyons:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ahility in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is New Birth or Rebirth?: Jesus Talks with Krishna (Great Conversations). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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