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Is the American family a thing of the past? Almost anyone can tell a story that
illustrates how dramatically things have changed in the past decades.
Nonmarriage, childlessness and divorce are commonplace. Most children leave
their parents' home and live for increasing periods before marriage as
independent adults. But there are also signs of strengths. Some parents play more
equal roles, both financially and in coping with household tasks. In this revealing
new study, Frances Goldscheider and Linda Waite discuss cogently the question
of whether we are headed for no families, or new families.

Adults across the nation who reached "thirtysomething" in the early 1980s are the
primary focus of the book, although broader patterns of social change are seen in
the influence of their parents' experiences on them and in their own children's
experiences of family life. The authors begin with their subjects as very young
adults, examining their plans for work and family and their attitudes toward
women's work and family roles. As these young men and women move farther
into adulthood, we learn what influences their chances of marriage, their patterns
of family building (and dissolving), and the division of labor in the families they
form. In each case the authors focus on the effects of exposure to different family
structures in childhood and young adulthood. The authors find, surprisingly, that
the real threats to the family are in the home itself: the new option of "a home of
one's own" in a variety of circumstances outside of marriage, most men's
noninvolvement in the home and its tasks, and the fact that knowledge of and
respect for basic skills involved in making a home are not being taught to today's
sons and daughters.
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Is the American family a thing of the past? Almost anyone can tell a story that illustrates how dramatically
things have changed in the past decades. Nonmarriage, childlessness and divorce are commonplace. Most
children leave their parents' home and live for increasing periods before marriage as independent adults. But
there are also signs of strengths. Some parents play more equal roles, both financially and in coping with
household tasks. In this revealing new study, Frances Goldscheider and Linda Waite discuss cogently the
question of whether we are headed for no families, or new families.

Adults across the nation who reached "thirtysomething" in the early 1980s are the primary focus of the book,
although broader patterns of social change are seen in the influence of their parents' experiences on them and
in their own children's experiences of family life. The authors begin with their subjects as very young adults,
examining their plans for work and family and their attitudes toward women's work and family roles. As
these young men and women move farther into adulthood, we learn what influences their chances of
marriage, their patterns of family building (and dissolving), and the division of labor in the families they
form. In each case the authors focus on the effects of exposure to different family structures in childhood and
young adulthood. The authors find, surprisingly, that the real threats to the family are in the home itself: the
new option of "a home of one's own" in a variety of circumstances outside of marriage, most men's
noninvolvement in the home and its tasks, and the fact that knowledge of and respect for basic skills
involved in making a home are not being taught to today's sons and daughters.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The book addresses a host of critical family issues and is important reading."--David H. Demo, "Journal of
Marriage and the Family

About the Author

Frances K. Goldscheider is Director of the Population Studies and Training Center and Professor of
Sociology at Brown University. Linda J. Waite is Professor of Sociology at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Cobble:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. New Families, No Families?: The Transformation of the American Home (Studies in
Demography) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Billy Stinson:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This New Families, No Families?:
The Transformation of the American Home (Studies in Demography) can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Derrick Tompkins:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this New Families, No Families?: The Transformation of the American Home (Studies in Demography) can
make you sense more interested to read.



Leona Tidwell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims New Families,
No Families?: The Transformation of the American Home (Studies in Demography).
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