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Psychological Criminology addresses the question: what is it about individuals
and their experiences that cause them to commit crime and/or to become
criminal?

This book provides a comprehensive coverage of psychological theories of crime
and criminality, exploring theories focusing on factors present at birth (human
nature, heredity); theories that focus on factors that influence the offender over
the lifespan (learning, development); and theories focusing on factors present at
the crime scene. It emphasizes the connections among the different approaches,
and demonstrates how, taken together rather than as rival explanations, they
provide a more complete picture of crime and criminality than each provides
individually.

Theories are arranged throughout the book in a temporal sequence, from distal to
proximal causes of crime. The analysis spans 100,000 years, from the
evolutionary roots of criminal behaviour in the ancestral environments of early
humans on the African savana, to the decision to engage in a specific criminal
act.

Key features of the book include:

a focus on theory – ‘explaining’ crime and criminality,●

an integrative approach,●

accessible to readers who do not have a background in psychology.●
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Psychological Criminology highlights the contributions that psychological theory
can make to the broader field of criminology; it will be of interest to students,
academics, researchers and practitioners in both criminology and forensic
psychology.
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Psychological Criminology addresses the question: what is it about individuals and their experiences that
cause them to commit crime and/or to become criminal?

This book provides a comprehensive coverage of psychological theories of crime and criminality, exploring
theories focusing on factors present at birth (human nature, heredity); theories that focus on factors that
influence the offender over the lifespan (learning, development); and theories focusing on factors present at
the crime scene. It emphasizes the connections among the different approaches, and demonstrates how, taken
together rather than as rival explanations, they provide a more complete picture of crime and criminality than
each provides individually.

Theories are arranged throughout the book in a temporal sequence, from distal to proximal causes of crime.
The analysis spans 100,000 years, from the evolutionary roots of criminal behaviour in the ancestral
environments of early humans on the African savana, to the decision to engage in a specific criminal act.

Key features of the book include:

a focus on theory – ‘explaining’ crime and criminality,●

an integrative approach,●

accessible to readers who do not have a background in psychology.●

Psychological Criminology highlights the contributions that psychological theory can make to the broader
field of criminology; it will be of interest to students, academics, researchers and practitioners in both
criminology and forensic psychology.
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Editorial Review

Review

Richard Wortley’s book is scholarly and lucid, wide-ranging in content, and undogmatic in tone. Most
of all, it is timely. The need to bring together in an accessible form crime and criminality-relevant
developments across the biological and psychological sciences had become urgent. The need is satisfied
by this book. – Professor Ken Pease, Loughborough University

Psychological Criminology should be essential reading for psychologists and all others who are
interested in understanding the causes of offending.

It is a very impressive, comprehensive and empirically-based review of psychological, biological,
situational and other major explanations of crime. – David P. Farrington, Professor of Psychological
Criminology, University of Cambridge

About the Author

Richard Wortley began his career as a prison psychologist and has subsequently taught in criminology
schools for many years. He is currently a Professor at University College London where he is Director of the
Jill Dando Institute for Security and Crime Science

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Psychological Criminology: An Integrative Approach
(Crime Science Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ann Birdsell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Psychological Criminology: An Integrative
Approach (Crime Science Series) as the daily resource information.



Shirley Davenport:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Psychological Criminology: An Integrative Approach (Crime Science Series) this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Peter Singleton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Psychological
Criminology: An Integrative Approach (Crime Science Series).
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