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This book is a response to Friedrich Nietzsche’s provocative question: How
much and how does ressentiment condition our daily life? During the twentieth
century we witnessed veritable eruptions of this insidious emotion, and we are
still witnesses of its proliferation at various levels of society. This book aims to
explore, according to René Girard’s mimetic theory, the anthropological and
social assumptions that make up ressentiment and to investigate its genesis. The
analysis of ressentiment shows that this emotion evolves from mimetic desire: it
is an affective experience that people have when a rival denies them
opportunities or valuable resources (including status) that they consider to be
socially accessible. It is a specific figure of mimetic desire that is typical of
contemporary society, where the equality that is proclaimed at the level of values
contrasts with striking inequalities of power and access to material resources.
This dichotomy generates increasing tension between highly competitive and
egalitarian mimetic desires and growing social inequalities. The ressentiment is
ambiguous, and its ambiguity is that of mimetic desire itself, which we cannot
dismiss from our lives. In that it provides occasions of conflict and baseness,
ressentiment can fuel violence, discord, and injustice, but it also can open
opportunities for growth and justice, and for inventing institutions that are better
adapted to the transformations of our contemporary society.
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This book is a response to Friedrich Nietzsche’s provocative question: How much and how does
ressentiment condition our daily life? During the twentieth century we witnessed veritable eruptions of this
insidious emotion, and we are still witnesses of its proliferation at various levels of society. This book aims
to explore, according to René Girard’s mimetic theory, the anthropological and social assumptions that make
up ressentiment and to investigate its genesis. The analysis of ressentiment shows that this emotion evolves
from mimetic desire: it is an affective experience that people have when a rival denies them opportunities or
valuable resources (including status) that they consider to be socially accessible. It is a specific figure of
mimetic desire that is typical of contemporary society, where the equality that is proclaimed at the level of
values contrasts with striking inequalities of power and access to material resources. This dichotomy
generates increasing tension between highly competitive and egalitarian mimetic desires and growing social
inequalities. The ressentiment is ambiguous, and its ambiguity is that of mimetic desire itself, which we
cannot dismiss from our lives. In that it provides occasions of conflict and baseness, ressentiment can fuel
violence, discord, and injustice, but it also can open opportunities for growth and justice, and for inventing
institutions that are better adapted to the transformations of our contemporary society.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is an important book because it clarifies mimetic theory’s take on Friedrich Nietzsche, Max Scheler,
and resentment, a key topic in the work of René Girard. I also like Tomelleri’s political application that
reflects on Italy’s Lega Nord. The book is brilliantly clear and wonderful to read.”
—Wolfgang Palaver, author of René Girard’s Mimetic Theory
 

About the Author

Stefano Tomelleri is Professor of Sociology in the Department of Human and Social Sciences at University
of Bergamo, Italy. He is Deputy Director of Center for Young and Family Enterprise (CYFE) at University
of Bergamo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Gonzales:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society
(Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important any book Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society
(Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Mildred Brummett:

The book Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society
(Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open and read a reserve Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs
in Mimetic Theory). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?



Katrina Hering:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Ressentiment: Reflections
on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory) to read.

Victor Dinh:

You will get this Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic
Theory) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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