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Irish saga literature represents the largest collection of vernacular narrative in
existence from the early Middle Ages, using the tools of Christian literacy to
retell myths and legends about the pagan past. This unique corpus remains
marginal to standard histories of Western literature: its tales are widely read, but
their literary artistry remains a puzzle to many even within Celtic studies. This
book, the first monograph to offer a systematic literary analysis of any single
native Irish tale, aims to show how one particularly celebrated saga 'works' as a
story: the Middle Irish tale Togail Bruidne Da Derga (The Destruction of Da
Derga's Hostel), which James Carney called 'the finest saga of the early period'.
This epic tale tells how the legendary king Conaire was raised by a shadowy
Otherworld to the kingship of Tara and, after a fatal error of judgement, was
hounded by spectres to an untimely death at Da Derga's Hostel at the hands of his
own foster-brothers. By turns lyrical and laconic, and rich in native mythological
imagery, the story is told with a dramatic intensity worthy of Greek tragedy, and
the intricate symmetry of its narrative procedure recalls the visual patterning of
illuminated manuscripts such as The Book of Kells. This book invites the reader
to enjoy and understand this literary masterpiece, explaining its narrative artistry
within its native, classical and biblical literary contexts. Against a historical
backdrop of shifting ideologies of Christian kingship, it interprets the saga's
possible significance for contemporary audiences as a questioning exploration of
the challenges and paradoxes of kingship.
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Irish saga literature represents the largest collection of vernacular narrative in existence from the early
Middle Ages, using the tools of Christian literacy to retell myths and legends about the pagan past. This
unique corpus remains marginal to standard histories of Western literature: its tales are widely read, but their
literary artistry remains a puzzle to many even within Celtic studies. This book, the first monograph to offer
a systematic literary analysis of any single native Irish tale, aims to show how one particularly celebrated
saga 'works' as a story: the Middle Irish tale Togail Bruidne Da Derga (The Destruction of Da Derga's
Hostel), which James Carney called 'the finest saga of the early period'. This epic tale tells how the legendary
king Conaire was raised by a shadowy Otherworld to the kingship of Tara and, after a fatal error of
judgement, was hounded by spectres to an untimely death at Da Derga's Hostel at the hands of his own
foster-brothers. By turns lyrical and laconic, and rich in native mythological imagery, the story is told with a
dramatic intensity worthy of Greek tragedy, and the intricate symmetry of its narrative procedure recalls the
visual patterning of illuminated manuscripts such as The Book of Kells. This book invites the reader to enjoy
and understand this literary masterpiece, explaining its narrative artistry within its native, classical and
biblical literary contexts. Against a historical backdrop of shifting ideologies of Christian kingship, it
interprets the saga's possible significance for contemporary audiences as a questioning exploration of the
challenges and paradoxes of kingship.
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Editorial Review

Review
O'Connor has written a book that constitutes a major step forward in the criticism of the early Irish saga. It
deserves to be as stimulating of further discussion as it is persuasive in its own terms. * T.M. Charles-
Edwards, Corpus Christi College, Oxford University, Cambrian Medieval Celtic Studies *

About the Author

Ralph O'Connor, Professor of the Literature and Culture of Britain, Ireland, and Iceland, University of
Aberdeen

Ralph O'Connor studied Anglo-Saxon, Norse & Celtic and English Literature at the University of
Cambridge before becoming a Junior Research Fellow in Irish and Icelandic Literature at St John's College,
Cambridge. He is currently Professor of the Literature and Culture of Britain, Ireland, and Iceland at the
University of Aberdeen, where he teaches in the departments of Celtic, History, and English. He has
published widely on mediaeval Irish and Icelandic and modern British literature. His previous books are
Icelandic Histories and Romances (Tempus, 2002), The Earth on Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular
Science (Chicago, 2007), which won two international book prizes in 2008, and Science as Romance
(Pickering & Chatto, 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

The actual book The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish
Saga will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jeffrey Roybal:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel:
Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Nathaniel Marvel:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Destruction
of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

George Chadwick:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship
and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Destruction of Da
Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga can to be your brand new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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