
The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico
and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of
Mesoamerican Religion

By Mary Ellen Miller, Karl A. Taube

The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An Illustrated
Dictionary of Mesoamerican Religion By Mary Ellen Miller, Karl A. Taube

How did the hummingbird become the symbol of the chief Aztec god? Who were
the Hero Twins? Why was Venus the planet of war? Did the Maya practise
human sacrifice? And did they eat their victims? Who played the ancient ball
game? Who were the first consumers of chocolate? What was a war of flowers?
The legends and beliefs of the great pre-Columbian civilizations of Mesoamerica
have baffled and fascinated outsiders ever since the Spanish Conquest. Yet, until
now, no single-volume introduction has existed to act as a guide to this
labyrinthine symbolic world. This book is the first-ever English-language
dictionary of Mesoamerican mythology and religion. Nearly 300 entries, from
"accession" to "yoke", describe the main deities, motifs and practices of the
Olmecs, Zapotecs, Maya, Teotihuacanos, Mixtecs, Toltecs and Aztecs.
Introductory essays provide succinct accounts of Mesoamerican history and
religion, while a substantial bibliography details original sources and recent
discussions. Entries are illustrated with photographs and newly commissioned
line drawings. Mary Miller is Professor of History of Art at Yale University. She
is the author of "The Art of Mesoamerica" (1986) and co-author, with Linda
Schele, of "The Blood of Kings" (1992), both published by Thames and Hudson.
Karl Taube is Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology, University
of California at Riverside.
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legends and beliefs of the great pre-Columbian civilizations of Mesoamerica have baffled and fascinated
outsiders ever since the Spanish Conquest. Yet, until now, no single-volume introduction has existed to act
as a guide to this labyrinthine symbolic world. This book is the first-ever English-language dictionary of
Mesoamerican mythology and religion. Nearly 300 entries, from "accession" to "yoke", describe the main
deities, motifs and practices of the Olmecs, Zapotecs, Maya, Teotihuacanos, Mixtecs, Toltecs and Aztecs.
Introductory essays provide succinct accounts of Mesoamerican history and religion, while a substantial
bibliography details original sources and recent discussions. Entries are illustrated with photographs and
newly commissioned line drawings. Mary Miller is Professor of History of Art at Yale University. She is the
author of "The Art of Mesoamerica" (1986) and co-author, with Linda Schele, of "The Blood of Kings"
(1992), both published by Thames and Hudson. Karl Taube is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Anthropology, University of California at Riverside.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

The book The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of
Mesoamerican Religion can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico
and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of Mesoamerican Religion? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An
Illustrated Dictionary of Mesoamerican Religion has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Bob Bartlett:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of Mesoamerican
Religion, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Rex Pelkey:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of Mesoamerican
Religion offer you a new experience in reading through a book.



James Butler:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
Gods and Symbols of Ancient Mexico and the Maya: An Illustrated Dictionary of Mesoamerican Religion.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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