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The Rise of Tamil Separatism
in Sri Lanka

Among the examples of civil wars, armed secessionist movements and minority
uprisings in the world today, many involve conflict between a minority group’s
aim for political self-determination, and the nation state’ s resistance to any
diminution of sovereignty. With the expansion of the international regime of
human rights, minority groups have reconceptualised their struggle with the
understanding that a minority which islinguistically, religiously or ethnically
distinctive is entitled to self-determination if their aspirations cannot be met.

This book explores the relationship between minority rights, self-determination
and secession within international law, by contextualising these issuesin a
detailed case study of the rise of Tamil separatism in Sri Lanka. Welhengama and
Pillay show how Tamil communalism hardened into secession and assess
whether the Sri Lankan government has met its obligations with respect to the
right to self-determination short of secession. Focusing on the legal and human
rights arguments for secession by the Tamil community of the North and East of
Sri Lanka, the book demonstrates how the language of international law and
international human rights played a major role in the development of the
arguments for secession. Through a close examination of the case of the Tamil’s
secessionist movement the book presents valuable insights into why modern
nation states find themselves threatened by separatist claims and bids for
independence based on ethnicity.
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Among the examples of civil wars, armed secessionist movements and minority uprisings in the world today,
many involve conflict between aminority group’s aim for political self-determination, and the nation state's
resistance to any diminution of sovereignty. With the expansion of the international regime of human rights,
minority groups have reconceptualised their struggle with the understanding that a minority whichis
linguistically, religiously or ethnically distinctive is entitled to self-determination if their aspirations cannot
be met.

This book explores the relationship between minority rights, self-determination and secession within
international law, by contextualising these issuesin adetailed case study of the rise of Tamil separatism in
Sri Lanka. Welhengama and Pillay show how Tamil communalism hardened into secession and assess
whether the Sri Lankan government has met its obligations with respect to the right to self-determination
short of secession. Focusing on the legal and human rights arguments for secession by the Tamil community
of the North and East of Sri Lanka, the book demonstrates how the language of international law and
international human rights played a major role in the development of the arguments for secession. Through a
close examination of the case of the Tamil’ s secessionist movement the book presents valuable insights into
why modern nation states find themselves threatened by separatist claims and bids for independence based
on ethnicity.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

G. Welhengamaiis now retired but was previously principle of the Liverpool Community College. He was a
lawyer and judge in Sri Lanka and also stood as an MP for the Rajapaksha party in Sri Lanka, before
teaching at Liverpool John Moores University in the Faculty of Law.

Nirmala Pillay is senior lecturer in law at Liverpool John Moores University, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Smith:

This The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in
International Law) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That The Rise of Tamil
Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law)
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in
International Law) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri
Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law) having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Stacey Samuels:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Rise of
Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in International Law)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled
The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge Research in
International Law)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their concept in the ssimple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.



Hannah Norton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One
of them isthis The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to Secession (Routledge
Research in International Law).

Robert Araiza:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Rise of Tamil Separatism in Sri Lanka: From Communalism to
Secession (Routledge Research in International Law) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has severa feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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