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How much of our fate is tied to the status of our parents and grandparents? How
much does it influence our children? More than we wish to believe. While it has
been argued that rigid class structures have eroded in favor of greater social
equality, The Son Also Rises proves that movement on the social ladder has
changed little over eight centuries. Using a novel technique--tracking family
names over generations to measure social mobility across countries and periods--
renowned economic historian Gregory Clark reveals that mobility rates are lower
than conventionally estimated, do not vary across societies, and are resistant to
social policies.

Clark examines and compares surnames in such diverse cases as modern Sweden
and Qing Dynasty China. He demonstrates how fate is determined by ancestry
and that almost all societies have similarly low social mobility rates. Challenging
popular assumptions about mobility and revealing the deeply entrenched force of
inherited advantage, The Son Also Rises is sure to prompt intense debate for years
to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of 2015 Gyorgy Ranki Prize, Economic History Association
Honorable Mention for the 2015 PROSE Award in Economics, Association of American Publishers
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014
One of Vox's "Best Books We Read in 2014"

"The Son Also Rises . . . suggests that dramatic social mobility has always been the exception rather than the
rule. Clark examines a host of societies over the past seven hundred years and finds that the makeup of a
given country's economic élite has remained surprisingly stable."--James Surowiecki, New Yorker

"An epic feat of data crunching and collaborative grind. . . . Mr. Clark has just disrupted our complacent idea
of a socially mobile, democratically fluid society."--Trevor Butterworth, Wall Street Journal

"Audacious."--Barbara Kiser, Nature

"[A]n important book, and anybody at all interested in inequality and the kind of society we have should read
it."--Diane Coyle, Enlightened Economist

"The Son Also Rises. . . . That is the new Greg Clark book and yes it is an event and yes you should buy it."-
-Tyler Cowen, Marginal Revolution

"Startling. . . . Clark proposes a new way to measure mobility across nations and over time. He tracks the
persistence of rare surnames at different points on the socio-economic scale. The information he gathers is
absorbing in its own right, quite aside from its implications."--Clive Crook, Bloomberg View

"Clark casts his net wider. He looks at mobility not across one or two generations, but across many. And he
shows by focusing on surnames--last names--how families overrepresented in elite institutions remain that
way, though to diminishing degrees, not just for a few generations but over centuries."--Michael Barone,
Washington Examiner

"Deeply challenging."--Margaret Wente, Globe & Mail

"Who should you marry if you want to win at the game of life? Gregory Clark . . . offers some answers in his
fascinating new book, The Son Also Rises."--Eric Kaufmann, Literary Review

"This intriguing book measures social mobility in a novel way, by tracing unusual surnames over several
generations in nine different countries, focusing on intergenerational changes in education, wealth, and social
status as indicated by occupation."--Foreign Affairs

"No doubt this book will be as controversial as its thesis is thought-provoking."--Library Journal

"Gregory Clark's analysis of intergenerational mobility signals a marked shift in the way economists think
about social mobility."--Andrew Leigh, Sydney Morning Herald



"The thesis of The Son Also Rises is, fundamentally, that the apple doesn't fall far from the tree. Ingeniously,
Clark and his team of researchers look at the persistence of socioeconomic status through the lens of
surnames in more than 20 societies."--Tim Sullivan, Harvard Business Review

"Clark has a predilection for investigating interesting questions, as well as for literary puns. . . . [J]ust as
Thomas Piketty's Capital in the 21st Century, calls into question the role of capitalism in wealth creation,
Clark calls into question the role of capitalism in social mobility."--Theodore Kinni,
Strategy+Business.com

"Clark's book is not merely intellectually clever, it's profoundly challenging. Especially for Americans, it
calls into question of ourselves as individuals, as well as our long-standing image of our society. Let's hope
he's wrong."--Benjamin M. Friedman, The Atlantic

"Adopting an innovative approach to using surnames to measure social mobility, The Son Also Rises engages
the reader by presenting data that comes to life as it is anchored by names we see in our daily life. . . . A
book with valuable insights derived from a well-designed research, it is strongly recommended to all serious
readers interested in building strong democracies, for high social mobility is at the heart of a vibrant
democracy. Policy makers will gain the benefits of counter-intuitive conclusions that this book throws up
with its multi-generational study. Academicians interested in social justice and social activists engaged in
promoting social mobility too will have a lot to chew on."--BusinessWorld

"Clark continues the project begun in his A Farewell to Alms. Here, he offers a controversial challenge to
standard ideas that social mobility wipes out class advantages over a few generations. . . . An important,
challenging book."--Choice

"[T]his is a well written and thought-provoking book. . . . I look forward to his next book--and his next
Hemingway pun!"--Edward Dutton, Quarterly Review

"Clark's book begins a fascinating and important conversation about social mobility. . . . Clark's findings are
important to engage with, and they will factor into discussions about social mobility for years to come."--
Laura Salisbury, EH.Net

"[I]t's one of those rare, invigorating arguments which, if correct, totally upends your understanding of the
way the world works. Right or wrong, I've thought about it more than anything else I read in 2014."--Dylan
Matthews, a Vox "Best Books We Read in 2014" selection

"[A] provocative book."--Richard Lampard, European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology

"The Son Also Rises makes for stimulating reading, and I recommend it."--Chris Minns, Investigaciones de
Historia Economica

From the Back Cover

"This is the most exciting research on the 'American Dream' of social mobility to come along in many years.
The Son Also Rises provides deep insights into not only the ability or inability of children to surpass their
parents' socioeconomic class, but also into the surprising importance of the family to generate prosperity in
general."--William Easterly, author of The White Man's Burden

"The Son Also Rises is a remarkable challenge to conventional wisdom about social mobility. Using highly
original methods and ranging widely across world history, Clark argues that the activities of governments



impact mobility much less than most of us think--and that the only sure path to success is to be born to the
right parents. Everyone interested in public policy should read this book."--Ian Morris, author of Why the
West Rules--for Now

"An important and original contribution to the literature on social mobility, The Son Also Rises is
provocative and adversarial, and a brilliant tour de force. Bravo!"--Cormac Ó Gráda, author of Famine: A
Short History

"The Son Also Rises is clever, thoughtful, and well written, and provides a completely new perspective on an
enduring issue--the extent of social mobility. This very provocative book will garner a great deal of
attention."--Joseph P. Ferrie, Northwestern University

About the Author
Gregory Clark is professor of economics at the University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Gillon:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime,
individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have
this The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of
the Western World).

Curtis Locke:

Here thing why this kind of The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no publication that similar with The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of
Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) in e-book can be your option.



Stephen Hancock:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the
History of Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World), you may enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Bonnie Lugo:

The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Son Also Rises: Surnames and the History of
Social Mobility (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.
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