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The most pedagogically innovative brief text?now connecting western civilizations to broader global
contexts and students’ own experiences.

Western Civilizations?written by two expert teachers?is the most pedagogically innovative text for the survey
course. A carefully crafted text and media program empower students to master core content, engage in
historical analysis, and think critically, and the Brief Fourth Edition has been substantially updated with the
latest scholarship that connects the West to global contexts, as well as new “Past and Present” features that
connect historical themes to contemporary topics.

Perspectives from the Past: Primary Sources in Western Civilizations features a diverse range of primary
sources for analysis, offering a total of 225 classic and contemporary documents of varying length. The Sixth
Edition’s table of contents has been reorganized to mirror Western Civilizations’ chronology and emphasis
on the global context for the West?a revision process overseen by Joshua Cole and Carol Symes, our
dynamic co-authors of Western Civilizations, Full and Brief Editions. Selections are largely informed by
instructor feedback, reflecting the documents most widely assigned in the course and rendering Perspectives
from the Past the most extensive and diverse reader available.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James Brophy is the Francis H. Squire Professor of History specializing in modern European history at the
University of Delaware. He received his B.A. from Vassar College and did his graduate training at the
Universität Tubingen and Indiana University, where he specialized in the social and political history of
nineteenth-century Europe. He is the author of Capitalism, Politics, and Railroads in Prussia, 1830–1870 and
Popular Culture and the Public Sphere in the Rhineland, 1800-1850.

Joshua Cole is Professor of History at the University of Michigan. Specializing in the social and cultural
history of France since the Revolution of 1789, he earned his Ph.D. at University of California at Berkeley.
He is the author of The Power of Large Numbers: Population, Politics, and Gender in Nineteenth-Century
France (2000).

John Robertson received both his M.A. and his Ph.D. in ancient history from the University of Pennsylvania.
A specialist in the social and economic history of the Ancient Near East, Professor Robertson has published
several articles in major scholarly journals and contributed articles to such major reference works as the
recently published Encyclopedia of Ancient History (2012) and Cursed Cradle: A Short History of
Mesopotamia/Iraq (2013).

Thomas Max Safley is Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania. A specialist in the economic
and social history of early modern Europe, his particular research interests include the history of the
Reformation, the family, charity, work, and business. In addition to numerous articles and reviews, Professor
Safley is the author of Let No Man Put Asunder: The Control of Marriage in the German Southwest,
1550–1620 and Charity and Economy in the Orphanages of early modern Augsburg.

Carol Symes is an Associate Professor of history and Director of Undergraduate Studies in the history
department at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where she has won the top teaching award in
the College of Liberal Arts and Science. Her main areas of study include medieval Europe, especially France
and England; cultural history; history of information media and communication technologies; history of
theatre. Her first book was A Common Stage: Theater and Public Life in Medieval Arras (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

The book Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Western Civilizations and
Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?



Sandra Snyder:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Western Civilizations and
Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) guide written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) as good book
but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by
its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Courtney Cook:

This Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) is brand new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past (Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1) can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Kevin Vargas:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Western Civilizations and Perspectives from the Past
(Brief Fourth Edition) (Vol. 1). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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