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This comprehensive and contemporary book presents a brief yet complete
assessment of the lives of African Americansin the United States. Covers many
areas, including anthropology, history, economics, political science and other
pertinent areas relevant to what might be called “the Black Experiencein
America’ . Sectionsin this reader-friendly book include homel essness, homicide
as a public health problem, the prevalence of police brutality, and capital
punishment. For anyone interested in learning more about race relations, black
studies, black history, and black culture.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
A concise sociological study of African-Americans.

From the Inside Flap
Preface

When this book was first published in 1969, African-Americans faced a serious crisis arising from the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Angered by this act, blacks took to the streetsin cities around the
country, demonstrating their outrage by massive acts of property destruction. In general, white individuals
and institutions responded to the tragedy of the assassination by attempting to make some amends for past
injustices. Colleges and universities recruited black students in greater numbers than ever before, and
programs of African-American and African studies were organized on awide scale. It appeared that equality
for blacks had finally become an issue of critical importance.

However, by the time the second edition appeared in 1975, little change in the status of African-American
people relative to that of white people had come about, but many changes in the mind and mood of African-
American people had occurred, mainly in the ascendancy of nationalist sentiment in the black community.
Black nationalist organizations thrived until the Federal Bureau of Investigation and other government
agencies commenced a systematic campaign to destroy this movement. Because of this campaign and the
inevitable internal dissension within these organizations, the movement virtually collapsed. Nevertheless,
with the advent of affirmative action, some progress was made in the status of African-Americansin the
United States. For a brief time there was an official commitment to racial equality.

With the third edition in 1987, the mood of the country had changed, and conservatism had become the
dominant ethos of American politics and of the country as awhole. The right-wing administration of Ronald
Reagan and the egocentricity of the American people combined to mount a serious attack on compensatory
justice. They were joined in this effort by black conservatives who opposed affirmative action and other
measures to improve the lot of African-Americans, insisting that blacks must rely on individual initiative and
self-help rather than government assistance. These forces succeeded in reversing some of the gains that
African-Americans and others had made through intensive struggle.

The fourth edition in 1993 found African-Americans facing additional challenges of major proportions:
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), adolescent pregnancy and childbearing, crack cocaine and
other substance abuse, homel essness, and widespread homicide, among others. By promoting and condoning
racial oppression through the years, the government must bear major responsibility for the impact of these
problems on African-Americans.

In this, the fifth edition of the book, it should be noted that there has been little, if any, change in the
problems enumerated in the fourth edition. In addition, there has been an intensified effort to end affirmative
action, thereby impeding an important avenue to black progress. Because of this, a chapter on the subject has
been added, along with some other changes, including a chapter on crime and justice.

Although this book is a sociological study of African-Americans, it addresses the general reader aswell as
the professional student of society. It is hoped that sociological perspective and analysis have not been
sacrificed.



| would like to thank the following reviewers for their helpful suggestions: Darnell F. Hawkins, University of
Illinois at Chicago; and Robert L. Carter, Hunter College, CUNY .

Several people assisted in preparing this edition, including my editor, Sharon Chambliss, and my production
editor, Rob DeGeorge, at Prentice Hall; and Mark Schwartz and Denise Garland of the U.S. Department of
Education. | am grateful to them for their contributions to whatever virtues this edition may have, but its
shortcomings are mine alone.

Alphonso Pinkney

From the Back Cover

This comprehensive and contemporary book presents a brief yet complete assessment of the lives of African
Americansin the United States. Covers many areas, including anthropology, history, economics, political
science and other pertinent areas relevant to what might be called “the Black Experiencein America’.
Sectionsin this reader-friendly book include homelessness, homicide as a public health problem, the
prevalence of police brutality, and capital punishment. For anyone interested in learning more about race
relations, black studies, black history, and black culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Velma Stuart:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It isagood choicein your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Black Americans (5th Edition) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
thisera.

Tyrone Smith:

The book untitled Black Americans (5th Edition) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Janice Smith:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that



on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Black Americans (5th Edition) can make you feel more interested to read.

Raquel Black:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Black Americans (5th
Edition).
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