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Japanese architect Arata Isozaki sees buildings not as dead objects but as events
that encompass the social and historical context -- not to be defined forever by
their "everlasting materiality" but as texts to be interpreted and reread
continually. In Japan-ness in Architecture, he identifies what is essentially
Japanese in architecture from the seventh to the twentieth century. In the opening
essay, Isozaki analyzes the struggles of modern Japanese architects, including
himself, to create something uniquely Japanese out of modernity. He then circles
back in history to find what he calls Japan-ness in the seventh-century Ise shrine,
reconstruction of the twelfth-century Todai-ji Temple, and the seventeenth-
century Katsura Imperial Villa. He finds the periodic ritual relocation of Ise's
precincts a counter to the West's concept of architectural permanence, and the
repetition of the ritual an alternative to modernity's anxious quest for origins. He
traces the "constructive power" of the Todai-ji Temple to the vision of the
director of its reconstruction, the monk Chogen, whose imaginative power he
sees as corresponding to the revolutionary turmoil of the times. The Katsura
Imperial Villa, with its chimerical spaces, achieved its own Japan-ness as it
reinvented the traditional shoin style.

And yet, writes Isozaki, what others consider to be the Japanese aesthetic is often
the opposite of that essential Japan-ness born in moments of historic self-
definition; the purified stylization -- what Isozaki calls "Japanesquization" --
lacks the energy of cultural transformation and reflects an island retrenchment in
response to the pressure of other cultures.

Combining historical survey, critical analysis, theoretical reflection, and
autobiographical account, these essays, written over a period of twenty years,
demonstrate Isozaki's standing as one of the world's leading architects and
preeminent architectural thinkers.
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Japanese architect Arata Isozaki sees buildings not as dead objects but as events that encompass the social
and historical context -- not to be defined forever by their "everlasting materiality" but as texts to be
interpreted and reread continually. In Japan-ness in Architecture, he identifies what is essentially Japanese in
architecture from the seventh to the twentieth century. In the opening essay, Isozaki analyzes the struggles of
modern Japanese architects, including himself, to create something uniquely Japanese out of modernity. He
then circles back in history to find what he calls Japan-ness in the seventh-century Ise shrine, reconstruction
of the twelfth-century Todai-ji Temple, and the seventeenth-century Katsura Imperial Villa. He finds the
periodic ritual relocation of Ise's precincts a counter to the West's concept of architectural permanence, and
the repetition of the ritual an alternative to modernity's anxious quest for origins. He traces the "constructive
power" of the Todai-ji Temple to the vision of the director of its reconstruction, the monk Chogen, whose
imaginative power he sees as corresponding to the revolutionary turmoil of the times. The Katsura Imperial
Villa, with its chimerical spaces, achieved its own Japan-ness as it reinvented the traditional shoin style.

And yet, writes Isozaki, what others consider to be the Japanese aesthetic is often the opposite of that
essential Japan-ness born in moments of historic self-definition; the purified stylization -- what Isozaki calls
"Japanesquization" -- lacks the energy of cultural transformation and reflects an island retrenchment in
response to the pressure of other cultures.

Combining historical survey, critical analysis, theoretical reflection, and autobiographical account, these
essays, written over a period of twenty years, demonstrate Isozaki's standing as one of the world's leading
architects and preeminent architectural thinkers.
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Editorial Review

Review

Drawing on both his own extensive experience as a practicing architect and a broad grasp of world history,
Arata Isozaki takes on the century-old debate over what is (or should be) 'Japanese' about Japanese
architecture. This self-reflective critique is fresh and timely, and in the process provides provocative
arguments about the shape of all Japanese history.

(Henry D. Smith II, Professor of Japanese History, Columbia University)

Iconoclastic and erudite, opinionated and insightful, wily and contrarian this exciting book should be widely
read not only by architects, but by anyone interested in Japan. Isozaki's essays are at once autobiographical
and oracular; the collection, written over decades and discussing buildings spanning centuries, establishes his
personal struggle with being Japanese in a global era as one that offers provocative insight into the culture of
Japan yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

(Dana Buntrock, Department of Architecture, University of California, Berkeley)

About the Author

Eugene M. Izhikevich is Chairman and CEO of Brain Corporation in San Diego and was formerly Senior
Fellow in Theoretical Neurobiology at the Neurosciences Institute, San Diego. He is editor-in-chief of
Scholarpedia, the free peer-reviewed encyclopedia.

Arata Isosaki is a leading Japanese architect. His works include the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los
Angeles, the Olympic Stadium in Barcelona, the Volksbank Center am Postdamer Platz in Berlin, the Team
Disney Building in Orlando, and the Tokyo University of Art and Design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Pierce:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Japan-ness
in Architecture (MIT Press) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Japan-ness in Architecture (MIT Press)is the one of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.



Keesha Marks:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Japan-ness in Architecture (MIT
Press) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robin Gilbertson:

Japan-ness in Architecture (MIT Press) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Japan-ness in Architecture (MIT Press)
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Joseph Franson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Japan-ness in Architecture (MIT Press) was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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