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In this book, Erik Swyngedouw explores how water becomes part of the
tumultuous processes of modernization and development. Using the experience
of Spain as a lens to view the interplay of modernity and environmental
transformation, Swyngedouw shows that every political project is also an
environmental project.

In 1898, Spain lost its last overseas colony, triggering a period of post-imperialist
turmoil still referred to as El Disastre. Turning inward, the nation embarked on
"regeneration" and modernization. Water played a central role in this; during a
turbulent period from the twentieth century into the twenty-first -- through the
Franco years and into the new era of liberal democracy -- Spain's waterscapes
were completely transformed, with large-scale projects that ranged from dam
construction to irrigation to desalinization. Swyngedouw describes the contested
political-ecological process that marked this transformation, showing that the
Spain's diverse and contested paths to modernization were predicated on
particular trajectories of environmental transformation.

After laying out his theoretical perspectives, Swyngedouw analyzes three periods
of Spain's political-ecological modernization: the aspirations and stalled
modernization of the early twentieth century; the accelerated efforts under the
authoritarian Franco regime -- which included six hundred dams, expanded
hydroelectricity, and massive irrigation; and the changing hydro-social landscape
under social democracy. Offering an innovative perspective on the relationship of
nature and society, Liquid Power illuminates the political nature of nature.
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In this book, Erik Swyngedouw explores how water becomes part of the tumultuous processes of
modernization and development. Using the experience of Spain as a lens to view the interplay of modernity
and environmental transformation, Swyngedouw shows that every political project is also an environmental
project.

In 1898, Spain lost its last overseas colony, triggering a period of post-imperialist turmoil still referred to as
El Disastre. Turning inward, the nation embarked on "regeneration" and modernization. Water played a
central role in this; during a turbulent period from the twentieth century into the twenty-first -- through the
Franco years and into the new era of liberal democracy -- Spain's waterscapes were completely transformed,
with large-scale projects that ranged from dam construction to irrigation to desalinization. Swyngedouw
describes the contested political-ecological process that marked this transformation, showing that the Spain's
diverse and contested paths to modernization were predicated on particular trajectories of environmental
transformation.

After laying out his theoretical perspectives, Swyngedouw analyzes three periods of Spain's political-
ecological modernization: the aspirations and stalled modernization of the early twentieth century; the
accelerated efforts under the authoritarian Franco regime -- which included six hundred dams, expanded
hydroelectricity, and massive irrigation; and the changing hydro-social landscape under social democracy.
Offering an innovative perspective on the relationship of nature and society, Liquid Power illuminates the
political nature of nature.
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Editorial Review

Review

Liquid Power is a momentous addition to the annals of hydraulic state-making. Swyngedouw's sparkling
analysis of water management and hydro-politics is epic in scope and decisive in detail. I can guarantee
readers they won't ever see Spain the same way again.

(Andrew Ross, author of Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City)

Scholars trying to unlock the secrets of growth, state-making, and modernization should never overlook the
magical powers of natural resources. In arid lands, water is the key, as this riveting story shows. The thirst
for water in Spain brought together the sirens of liberalism, fascist technocrats, and bulldozers of modernity
to build a twentieth-century nation.

(Richard A. Walker, Professor Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley, and author of The Capitalist
Imperative, The Country in the City, and The Conquest of Bread)

In this remarkable book, Swyngedouw weaves together the intersecting flows of capital, power, and water,
which have imprinted both the cultural and material face of modern Spain. Liquid Power is a tour de force.

(Matthew Gandy, Professor of Geography, University College London, and author of The Fabric of Space:
Water, Modernity, and the Urban Imagination)

In this thoroughly researched book, a top world scholar, perhaps the top world scholar in the political
ecology of water conflicts, shows the continuities in water policies in Spain over one hundred years,
including the thirty-five years of the Franco regime. Erik Swyngedouw analyzes how class and regional
political struggles over access to water overlapped with a persistent official engineering approach to water
management, whereby the ecology of rivers was sacrificed (under Fascist or democratic régimes) to
economic interests and state power.

(Joan Martinez-Alier, Institut de Ciència i Tecnologia Ambientals, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona)

About the Author

Erik Swyngedouw is Professor of Geography at the University of Manchester. He is the author of Social
Power and the Urbanization of Water: Flows of Power.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Marvin Gamez:

The feeling that you get from Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain
(Urban and Industrial Environments) is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Liquid Power: Contested
Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial Environments) instantly.

Frank Dawson:

This book untitled Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and
Industrial Environments) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this reserve from your list.

Gregorio Leslie:

This Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using
great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in
Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial Environments) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt that will?

Joan Naylor:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Liquid Power: Contested
Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial Environments) which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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