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Art can appear in the most unexpected places. Muffler men, for example, have
become one of the most striking and remarkable of recent folk art creations.
From Walla Walla to Daytona, quirky mannikins constructed from discarded
automobile mufflers are popping up across America. Cobbled together as
business signposts, these comical sculptures are sprouting outside automotive
repair shops everywhere.

Car debris harmonizes with human anatomy as rusty cast-offs assume a new
identity as savvy objets d?art. Signage turns into art as mechanics fashion
cowboys, dogs, robots, space aliens, and a host of other creatures from metal
scraps of the profession and with the aid of their workaday tools and acetylene.

If for only a passing moment, the muffler men enliven the roadside and help to
break up the monotony of daily commutes. More than mere advertisements, they
interact with their communities by greeting the passerby. The significance of
muffler sculptures turns profound when they become local celebrities and are
hailed as community landmarks.

But, what do they mean? For the creative mechanic who made them, they are
exclamatory signposts and store mascots. For the academic folklorists who
analyze them, they are symbolic icons with cultural meanings that proclaim
individual identity and group membership. For the collectors who treasure them,
they are exemplars of ?outsider art.? For most non-specialists who wave as they
speed past, they are funky delights.

This colorful book documents the widespread appeal of muffler men as a form of
occupational art that enriches the workplace, the local environment, and now the
art gallery.
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Art can appear in the most unexpected places. Muffler men, for example, have become one of the most
striking and remarkable of recent folk art creations. From Walla Walla to Daytona, quirky mannikins
constructed from discarded automobile mufflers are popping up across America. Cobbled together as
business signposts, these comical sculptures are sprouting outside automotive repair shops everywhere.

Car debris harmonizes with human anatomy as rusty cast-offs assume a new identity as savvy objets d?art.
Signage turns into art as mechanics fashion cowboys, dogs, robots, space aliens, and a host of other creatures
from metal scraps of the profession and with the aid of their workaday tools and acetylene.

If for only a passing moment, the muffler men enliven the roadside and help to break up the monotony of
daily commutes. More than mere advertisements, they interact with their communities by greeting the
passerby. The significance of muffler sculptures turns profound when they become local celebrities and are
hailed as community landmarks.

But, what do they mean? For the creative mechanic who made them, they are exclamatory signposts and
store mascots. For the academic folklorists who analyze them, they are symbolic icons with cultural
meanings that proclaim individual identity and group membership. For the collectors who treasure them,
they are exemplars of ?outsider art.? For most non-specialists who wave as they speed past, they are funky
delights.

This colorful book documents the widespread appeal of muffler men as a form of occupational art that
enriches the workplace, the local environment, and now the art gallery.
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Editorial Review

Review

?Muffler men are the cigar-store Indians of the late twentieth century, trade figures made to stand in front of
shops to advertise what is sold inside. Both are considered forms of folk art, but the skinny metal figures
with shimmering muffler heads and torsos and pipe-thin legs found outside auto repair shops are wittier,
more imaginative, and flamboyantly painted. . . .?

?Rita Reif, The New York Times

From the Inside Flap
How creations welded from the scrapheap have become a folk art rage

About the Author
Timothy Corrigan Correll is a folklorist whose research focuses on material behavior and folk belief.

Patrick Arthur Polk serves as the museum scientist and archivist for the UCLA Folklore and Mythology
Archives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Muffler Men
(Folk Art and Artists Series) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Muffler Men (Folk Art and Artists Series)is the main of several books that will everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Gary Lafountain:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Muffler Men (Folk Art and Artists Series) was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.



Josephine Widman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Muffler Men (Folk Art and Artists Series) was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Muffler Men (Folk Art and Artists
Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading which.

John Wiser:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Muffler Men (Folk Art and Artists Series) when you desired it?
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