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In recent years scholars have begun to acknowledge that the occult sciences were
not marginal enterprises but an integral part of the worldview of many of our
ancestors. Astrology was one of the many intellectual tools -- along with what we
consider to be the superior tools of social and political analysis -- that
Renaissance thinkers used to attack practical and intellectual problems. It was a
coherent body of practices, strongly supported by social institutions. And
alchemy was not viewed primarily as a spiritual pursuit, an idea popularized by
nineteenth-century occultists, but as a part of natural philosophy. It was often
compared to medicine.

Many Renaissance writers suggested links between astrology and alchemy that
went beyond the use of astrological charts to determine the best time to attempt
alchemical operations. Secrets of Nature shows the many ways in which
astrology (a form of divination) and alchemy (an artisanal pursuit concerned with
the technologies of minerals and metals) diverge as well as intersect. Overall, it
shows how an appreciation of the role of the occult opens up new ways of
understanding the past. Topics include the career of Renaissance astrologer
Girolamo Cardano and his work on medical astrology, the astrological thinking
of Johannes Kepler and Galileo Galilei, the history of the Rosicrucians and the
influence of John Dee, the work of medical alchemist Simon Forman, and an
extended critique of the existing historiography of alchemy.
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In recent years scholars have begun to acknowledge that the occult sciences were not marginal enterprises
but an integral part of the worldview of many of our ancestors. Astrology was one of the many intellectual
tools -- along with what we consider to be the superior tools of social and political analysis -- that
Renaissance thinkers used to attack practical and intellectual problems. It was a coherent body of practices,
strongly supported by social institutions. And alchemy was not viewed primarily as a spiritual pursuit, an
idea popularized by nineteenth-century occultists, but as a part of natural philosophy. It was often compared
to medicine.

Many Renaissance writers suggested links between astrology and alchemy that went beyond the use of
astrological charts to determine the best time to attempt alchemical operations. Secrets of Nature shows the
many ways in which astrology (a form of divination) and alchemy (an artisanal pursuit concerned with the
technologies of minerals and metals) diverge as well as intersect. Overall, it shows how an appreciation of
the role of the occult opens up new ways of understanding the past. Topics include the career of Renaissance
astrologer Girolamo Cardano and his work on medical astrology, the astrological thinking of Johannes
Kepler and Galileo Galilei, the history of the Rosicrucians and the influence of John Dee, the work of
medical alchemist Simon Forman, and an extended critique of the existing historiography of alchemy.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is an excellent volume, and one that will be a welcome addition to the library of anyone interested in the
histories of alchemy and/or astrology and a necessary one to anyone working on Early Modern science.

(Daryn Lehoux Canadian Bulletin of Medical History)

About the Author

William R. Newman is Ruth Halls Professor of History and Philosophy of Science at Indiana University,
Bloomington. He is the coeditor of Secrets of Nature (MIT Press, 1999) and author or editor of several other
books

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Secrets of Nature: Astrology and Alchemy in
Early Modern Europe (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Billy Shaner:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Secrets of Nature: Astrology and Alchemy in Early Modern Europe (Transformations: Studies
in the History of Science and Technology), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.



Mark Bock:

The book untitled Secrets of Nature: Astrology and Alchemy in Early Modern Europe (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

John Fouts:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Secrets of Nature: Astrology
and Alchemy in Early Modern Europe (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology)
to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication Secrets of Nature: Astrology and Alchemy in Early Modern Europe (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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