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The inability of the Italians and Germans to invade Malta proved decisive for
Allied victory in the Mediterranean during World War II, as the islands provided
the Allies with a base from which to project air power. Early Italian efforts to
pound the islands into submission were supplemented by major German forces
from January 1942 and in a few weeks the situation for the defenders reached a
critical stage; in response, in March 1942 the first Spitfires were delivered to
Malta. That April the Macchi C.202 was introduced to combat over Malta, the
fighter downing its first Spitfire on 2 June. Throughout the summer C.202s
fought over Malta escorting tiny formations of Cant Z.1007s, SM.79s and Ju 88s.
The fighting subsided in August and September, but grew in strength with the
arrival of more C.202s. In October the Regia Aeronautica could muster three
Gruppi with a total of 74 C.202s. For ten days the Italians pressed a relentless
attack before attrition brought the offensive to a halt. Throughout the bombing
campaign the British were able to supply Malta with ever increasing numbers of
Spitfires. By the end of June air commanders felt secure enough to pass one of
the Spitfire squadrons to Egypt. Here, the Spitfire V would again encounter the
C.202 in the long drive to expel the Germans and Italians from North Africa, then
Sicily and Italy in 1943. Fully illustrated with specially commissioned artwork,
this is the engaging story of the clash between two of World War II's finest
piston-engine fighters in the skies over the Mediterranean and North Africa.
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The inability of the Italians and Germans to invade Malta proved decisive for Allied victory in the
Mediterranean during World War II, as the islands provided the Allies with a base from which to project air
power. Early Italian efforts to pound the islands into submission were supplemented by major German forces
from January 1942 and in a few weeks the situation for the defenders reached a critical stage; in response, in
March 1942 the first Spitfires were delivered to Malta. That April the Macchi C.202 was introduced to
combat over Malta, the fighter downing its first Spitfire on 2 June. Throughout the summer C.202s fought
over Malta escorting tiny formations of Cant Z.1007s, SM.79s and Ju 88s. The fighting subsided in August
and September, but grew in strength with the arrival of more C.202s. In October the Regia Aeronautica could
muster three Gruppi with a total of 74 C.202s. For ten days the Italians pressed a relentless attack before
attrition brought the offensive to a halt. Throughout the bombing campaign the British were able to supply
Malta with ever increasing numbers of Spitfires. By the end of June air commanders felt secure enough to
pass one of the Spitfire squadrons to Egypt. Here, the Spitfire V would again encounter the C.202 in the long
drive to expel the Germans and Italians from North Africa, then Sicily and Italy in 1943. Fully illustrated
with specially commissioned artwork, this is the engaging story of the clash between two of World War II's
finest piston-engine fighters in the skies over the Mediterranean and North Africa.
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Editorial Review

Review
“...a book that is well written, has a gob of period photos, some excellent art work and is well worth reading.
Pick it up, I know you'll be pleased.” ?Scott Van Aken, www.modelingmadness.com

About the Author
Donald Nijboer is a freelance writer who lives in Toronto, Canada. He teaches courses in radio broadcasting
at Humber College of Technology and Advanced Learning. His four books, Cockpit: An Illustrated History
of World War II Aircraft Interiors, Gunner: An Illustrated History of World War II Aircraft Turrets and Gun
Positions, Cockpits of the Cold War and Graphic War - The Secret Aviation Drawings and Illustrations of
World War Two have been published by the Boston Mills Press. He has also written articles for Flight
Journal, Aviation History and Aeroplane Monthly. The author lives in Toronto, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace Robinson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942
(Duel) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel) is not only giving
you far more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Spitfire V vs C.202
Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jack Godina:

The book Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
study, this book very ideal to you. The book Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to



read the book.

Karen Delamora:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Spitfire V vs C.202 Folgore: Malta 1942 (Duel). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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