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This brief, nuts-and-bolts introduction to American government has been a
student favorite and a bestseller for over 30 years because of its lively,
straight-forward approach to the basics, its brevity, and its always
inexpensive price.
 
This text uses a dynamic game metaphor to engage students in the basics of the
American political system and the contact sport of politics.  Beginning with a
clear definition of politics, it introduces four governmental and four
nongovernmental “players” who must abide by the “rules of the
game” established by the Constitution and civil liberties.  It ends by examining
rival theories of who wins and who loses in American politics.  Written to engage
students, and kept short to provide a flexible foundation for instructors, The
Basics of American Politics covers all the terms and topics a student will need to
understand the nuts-and-bolts of American government and poltics.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This brief introduction to American government has been a student favorite and a bestseller for over 30 years
because of its lively, straightforward presentation.  Using a dynamic “game” metaphor, Wasserman engages
students in the nuts-and-bolts of the American political system and introduces them to the contact “sport” of
politics.
 
The Basics of American Politics includes the latest information on President Barack Obama, the 111th

Congress, Justice Sonia Sotomayor and the Supreme Court, and the new media outlets affecting the
American political process.  Issues such as lobbying for healthcare reform, legislating against global
warming, and regulating the financial systems are just a few of the newly covered topics in this fourteenth
edition.
 
New to the Fourteenth Edition:
·        An interview with Barack Obama discussing his views on the Presidency
·        Analysis of the Bernie Madoff scandal and the Securities and Exchange Commission
·        Updated coverage of the 111th Congress, including Arlen Spector’s switch to the Democratic Party, Al
Franken’s win of the Minnesota Senate seat, and the death of Ted Kennedy
·        A new case study on the 2009 House Climate Bill
·        An updated “Presidents and the Court” box on the appointment of Justice Sonia Sotomayor to the
Supreme Court
·        Analysis of Barack Obama’s use of the internet during the 2008 presidential campaign 
·        New statistics from the 2008 presidential election on voter turnout, party fundraising, candidate
fundraising, and PAC contributions

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Basics of American
Politics, 14th Edition is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Eric Alaniz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Basics of American Politics,
14th Edition that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react



toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Basics of American Politics, 14th Edition become your own personal starter.

Beth Kelly:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Basics of American Politics, 14th Edition
can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Basics of American Politics, 14th
Edition.

Harriet Dupree:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Basics of American Politics, 14th Edition. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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