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Shortly before midnight on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama, without his
glasses and dressed as an ordinary Tibetan solider, slipped out of his summer
residence with only four aides at his side. At that moment, he became the
symbolic head of the Tibetan government in exile, and Gyalo Thondup, the only
one of the Dalai Lama's brothers not to don the robes of a Buddhist monk,
became the fulcrum for the independence movement.

The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong tells the extraordinary story of the Dalai Lama's
family, the exile of the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhism from Tibet, and the
enduring political crisis that has seen remote and bleakly beautiful Tibet all but
disappear as an independent nation-state.

For the last sixty years, Gyalo Thondup has been at the at the heart of the epic
struggle to protect and advance Tibet in the face of unreliable allies,
overwhelming odds, and devious rivals, playing an utterly determined and unique
role in a Cold War high-altitude superpower rivalry. Here, for the first time, he
reveals how he found himself whisked between Chiang Kai-shek, Zhou Enlai,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and the CIA, as he tried to secure, on behalf of his brother, the
future of Tibet.
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Shortly before midnight on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama, without his glasses and dressed as an
ordinary Tibetan solider, slipped out of his summer residence with only four aides at his side. At that
moment, he became the symbolic head of the Tibetan government in exile, and Gyalo Thondup, the only one
of the Dalai Lama's brothers not to don the robes of a Buddhist monk, became the fulcrum for the
independence movement.

The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong tells the extraordinary story of the Dalai Lama's family, the exile of the
spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhism from Tibet, and the enduring political crisis that has seen remote and
bleakly beautiful Tibet all but disappear as an independent nation-state.

For the last sixty years, Gyalo Thondup has been at the at the heart of the epic struggle to protect and
advance Tibet in the face of unreliable allies, overwhelming odds, and devious rivals, playing an utterly
determined and unique role in a Cold War high-altitude superpower rivalry. Here, for the first time, he
reveals how he found himself whisked between Chiang Kai-shek, Zhou Enlai, Jawaharlal Nehru, and the
CIA, as he tried to secure, on behalf of his brother, the future of Tibet.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...A fascinating and important book...[the book provides] extraordinary insight into Tibet's struggle against
China to regain its independence...A crisp and magnetic story."—The Wall Street Journal

“Full of tales of international intrigue.”—Foreign Affairs

“A vital narrative of Tibetans' ongoing effort for independence, and Thondup's bravery is
commendable.”—Publishers Weekly

"Anyone seeking a detailed version of the history, life, and struggles of Tibet, the Dalai Lama, and his family
will find it here, recounted in an authorial voice that is both conversationally personal and
educational."—Booklist

“…heartbreaking, gripping…”—South China Morning Post

About the Author

Gyalo Thondup, the older brother of the Dalai Lama, lives on a hilltop compound in Kalimpong, India, that
also houses the noodle factory he set up with his late wife, Diki Dolkar (Zhu Dan).

Anne F. Thurston is a China specialist and senior research professor at the Johns Hopkins University's
School of Advanced International Studies. She was the coauthor for the international bestseller, The Private
Life of Chairman Mao, and is the author of Enemies of the People and A Chinese Odyssey. She lives in
Alexandria, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you can
your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of
My Struggle for Tibet will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Dorathy Byers:

This The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet book is simply not



ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold
Story of My Struggle for Tibet without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My
Struggle for Tibet can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong:
The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mario Rice:

The experience that you get from The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for
Tibet may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong:
The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet instantly.

Pedro Turk:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Noodle Maker
of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold
Story of My Struggle for Tibetis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this book.
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