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The question of what is, and what is not, part of international law is fundamental
in shaping its current form and its development. Traditionally, treaties between
states and state practice were seen as the primary means with which to create
international law. However, the definition of what the sources of international
law are, and how they operate, has been questioned in significant ways.
Particularly this has been seen in the more recent devel opments in the notion of
customary international law, which stands alongside international treaties and
instruments as a key foundation upon which international law is built. This book
provides akey inquiry into all the recognized, or asserted, sources of
international law.

It investigates the impact of ethical principles on the creation of international
law; whether 'soft law' horms come into being through the same sources as
binding international law; and whether jus cogens norms, and those involving
rights and obligations erga omnes have a unique place in the creation of
international legal norms. It studies the notion of 'general principles of
international law' within international law's sub-disciplines, and the evolving
relationship between treaty-based law and customary international law. Re-
examining the traditional model, it investigates the increasing role of
international jurisprudence, and looks at the nature of international organizations
and non-state actors as potential new sources of international law. The book
provides a perfect introduction to the law of sources, aswell asinnovative
perspectives on new developments, making it essential reading for anyone
studying or working in international law.
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The question of what is, and what is not, part of international law is fundamental in shaping its current form
and its development. Traditionally, treaties between states and state practice were seen as the primary means
with which to create international law. However, the definition of what the sources of international law are,
and how they operate, has been questioned in significant ways. Particularly this has been seen in the more
recent developmentsin the notion of customary international law, which stands alongside international
treaties and instruments as a key foundation upon which international law is built. This book provides akey
inquiry into all the recognized, or asserted, sources of international law.

It investigates the impact of ethical principles on the creation of international law; whether 'soft law' norms
come into being through the same sources as binding international law; and whether jus cogens norms, and
those involving rights and obligations erga omnes have a unique place in the creation of international legal
norms. It studies the notion of ‘general principles of international law' within international law's sub-
disciplines, and the evolving relationship between treaty-based law and customary international law. Re-
examining the traditional model, it investigates the increasing role of international jurisprudence, and looks
at the nature of international organizations and non-state actors as potential new sources of international law.
The book provides a perfect introduction to the law of sources, aswell asinnovative perspectives on new
developments, making it essential reading for anyone studying or working in international law.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The Sources of International Law is an erudite work about particular sources of international law and more
generaly about the concept of sources. International lawyers, positivist and nonpositivist alike, will find in it
much to contemplate. So, too, will those who approach international law from an interdisciplinary
perspective and who want to understand one influential legal theory about the discipline." -John E. Noyes,
American Journal of International Law
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Hugh Thirlway, Former Principal Legal Secretary, International Court of Justice; Former Professor of
International Law, Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva

Hugh Thirlway was Principal Legal Secretary to the International Court of Justice from 1989 to 1994, and
has since been Professor of International Law at the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva,
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margie Turner:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Sources of International Law
(Foundations of Public International Law) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Iris Robertson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Sources of
International Law (Foundations of Public International Law) suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Sources of International Law (Foundations of
Public International Law)is the main one of severa books that will everyone read now. Thiskind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the smple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now.



So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Gerald Rountree:

The reason why? Because this The Sources of International Law (Foundations of Public International Law)
isan unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distressyou
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sergio Hawkinson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Sources of International Law (Foundations of Public International
Law) can make you experience more interested to read.
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