
Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los
Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican
Past

By William Deverell

Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its
Mexican Past By William Deverell

Chronicling the rise of Los Angeles through shifting ideas of race and ethnicity,
William Deverell offers a unique perspective on how the city grew and changed.
Whitewashed Adobe considers six different developments in the history of the
city—including the cementing of the Los Angeles River, the outbreak of bubonic
plague in 1924, and the evolution of America's largest brickyard in the 1920s. In
an absorbing narrative supported by a number of previously unpublished period
photographs, Deverell shows how a city that was once part of Mexico itself came
of age through appropriating—and even obliterating—the region's connections to
Mexican places and people.

Deverell portrays Los Angeles during the 1850s as a city seething with racial
enmity due to the recent war with Mexico. He explains how, within a generation,
the city's business interests, looking for a commercially viable way to establish
urban identity, borrowed Mexican cultural traditions and put on a carnival called
La Fiesta de Los Angeles. He analyzes the subtle ways in which ethnicity came
to bear on efforts to corral the unpredictable Los Angeles River and shows how
the resident Mexican population was put to work fashioning the modern
metropolis. He discusses how Los Angeles responded to the nation's last major
outbreak of bubonic plague and concludes by considering the Mission Play, a
famed drama tied to regional assumptions about history, progress, and ethnicity.
Taking all of these elements into consideration, Whitewashed Adobe uncovers an
urban identity—and the power structure that fostered it—with far-reaching
implications for contemporary Los Angeles.
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Chronicling the rise of Los Angeles through shifting ideas of race and ethnicity, William Deverell offers a
unique perspective on how the city grew and changed. Whitewashed Adobe considers six different
developments in the history of the city—including the cementing of the Los Angeles River, the outbreak of
bubonic plague in 1924, and the evolution of America's largest brickyard in the 1920s. In an absorbing
narrative supported by a number of previously unpublished period photographs, Deverell shows how a city
that was once part of Mexico itself came of age through appropriating—and even obliterating—the region's
connections to Mexican places and people.

Deverell portrays Los Angeles during the 1850s as a city seething with racial enmity due to the recent war
with Mexico. He explains how, within a generation, the city's business interests, looking for a commercially
viable way to establish urban identity, borrowed Mexican cultural traditions and put on a carnival called La
Fiesta de Los Angeles. He analyzes the subtle ways in which ethnicity came to bear on efforts to corral the
unpredictable Los Angeles River and shows how the resident Mexican population was put to work
fashioning the modern metropolis. He discusses how Los Angeles responded to the nation's last major
outbreak of bubonic plague and concludes by considering the Mission Play, a famed drama tied to regional
assumptions about history, progress, and ethnicity. Taking all of these elements into consideration,
Whitewashed Adobe uncovers an urban identity—and the power structure that fostered it—with far-reaching
implications for contemporary Los Angeles.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

With other case, little persons like to read book Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the
Remaking of Its Mexican Past. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of
Its Mexican Past. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jason Carr:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Whitewashed
Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Sandra Williams:

The book untitled Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

William Marsh:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks



have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past. You can more
attractive than now.
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